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But understand this, that in the last days difficult times will come.
For people will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boastful,
arrogant, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, ungrateful, unholy,
unloving, irreconcilable, slanderers, without self-control, savage,
opposed to what is good, treacherous, reckless, conceited, loving
pleasure rather than loving God. They will maintain the outward
appearance of religion but will have repudiated its power. So
avoid people like these. For some of these insinuate themselves
into households and captivate weak women who are overwhelmed
with sins and led along by various passions. Such women are
always seeking instruction, yet never able to arrive at a
knowledge of the truth. And just as Jannes and Jambres opposed
Moses, so these people - who have warped minds and are
disqualified in the faith - also oppose the truth. But they will not
go much further, for their foolishness will be obvious to everyone,
just like it was with Jannes and Jambres.

2T 15 =



Above all, understand this: In the last days blatant scoffers will
come, being propelled by their own evil urges and saying,

“Where is his promised return? For ever since our ancestors died,
all things have continued as they were from the beginning of
creation.” For they deliberately suppress this fact, that by the word
of God heavens existed long ago and an earth was formed out of
water and by means of water. Through these things the world
existing at that time was destroyed when it was deluged with
water. But by the same word the present heavens and earth have
been reserved for fire, by being kept for the day of judgment and
destruction of the ungodly. Now, dear friends, do not let this one
thing escape your notice, that a single day is like a thousand years
with the Lord and a thousand years are like a single day. The Lord
is not slow concerning his promise, as some regard slowness, but
is being patient toward you, because he does not wish for any to
perish but for all to come to repentance.
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But the day of the Lord will come like a thief; when it comes, the heavens
will disappear with a horrific noise, and the celestial bodies will melt away
in a blaze, and the earth and every deed done on it will be laid bare. Since
all these things are to melt away in this manner, what sort of people must
we be, conducting our lives in holiness and godliness, while waiting for and
hastening the coming of the day of God? Because of this day, the heavens
will be burned up and dissolve, and the celestial bodies will melt away in

a blaze! But, according to his promise, we are waiting for new heavens

and a new earth, in which righteousness truly resides. Therefore, dear
friends, since you are waiting for these things, strive to be found at peace,
without spot or blemish, when you come into his presence. And regard the
patience of our Lord as salvation, just as also our dear brother Paul wrote
to you, according to the wisdom given to him, speaking of these things in
all his letters. Some things in these letters are hard to understand, things
the ignorant and unstable twist to their own destruction, as they also do

to the rest of the scriptures. Therefore, dear friends, since you have been
forewarned, be on your guard that you do not get led astray by the error of
these unprincipled men and fall from your firm grasp on the truth. But grow
in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be
the honor both now and on that eternal day.

2Pe 3:10-18



Children, it is the last hour, and just as you heard that the antichrist is
coming, so now many antichrists have appeared. We know from this that it
is the last hour. They went out from us, but they did not really belong to us,
because if they had belonged to us, they would have remained with us. But
they went out from us to demonstrate that all of them do not belong to us.
Nevertheless you have an anointing from the Holy One, and you all know.

I have not written to you that you do not know the truth, but that you do
know it, and that no lie is of the truth. Who is the liar but the person who
denies that Jesus is the Christ? This one is the antichrist: the person who
denies the Father and the Son. Everyone who denies the Son does not have
the Father either. The person who confesses the Son has the Father also.

As for you, what you have heard from the beginning must remain in you.

If what you heard from the beginning remains in you, you also will remain
in the Son and in the Father. Now this is the promise that he himself made
to us: eternal life. These things [ have written to you about those who are
trying to deceive you. Now as for you, the anointing that you received from
him resides in you, and you have no need for anyone to teach you. But as his
anointing teaches you about all things, it is true and is not a lie. Just as it has
taught you, you reside in him.

1Jo 2:18-27



But you, dear friends - recall the predictions foretold

by the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ. For they said to
you, “In the end time there will come scoffers, propelled
by their own ungodly desires” These people are divisive,
worldly, devoid of the Spirit. But you, dear friends,

by building yourselves up in your most holy faith, by
praying in the Holy Spirit, maintain yourselves in the
love of God, while anticipating the mercy of our Lord
Jesus Christ that brings eternal life. And have mercy on
those who waver; save others by snatching them out of
the fire; have mercy on others, coupled with a fear of
God, hating even the clothes stained by the flesh.
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Come now, you rich! Weep and cry aloud over the
miseries that are coming on you. Your riches have rotted
and your clothing has become moth-eaten. Your gold
and silver have rusted and their rust will be a witness
against you. It will consume your flesh like fire. It is in
the last days that you have hoarded treasure! Look, the
pay you have held back from the workers who mowed
your fields cries out against you, and the cries of the
reapers have reached the ears of the Lord of hosts.

You have lived indulgently and luxuriously on the earth.
You have fattened your hearts in a day of slaughter.
You have condemned and murdered the righteous
person, although he does not resist you.

Jam 5:1-6



So be patient, brothers and sisters, until the Lord’s return.

Think of how the farmer waits for the precious fruit of the ground
and is patient for it until it receives the early and late rains. You also
be patient and strengthen your hearts, for the Lord’s return is near.
Do not grumble against one another, brothers and sisters, so that
you may not be judged. See, the judge stands before the gates!

As an example of suffering and patience, brothers and sisters,

take the prophets who spoke in the Lord’s name. Think of how we
regard as blessed those who have endured. You have heard of Job's
endurance and you have seen the Lord’s purpose, that the Lord

is full of compassion and mercy. And above all, my brothers and
sisters, do not swear, either by heaven or by earth or by any

other oath. But let your “Yes” be yes and your “No” be no,

so that you may not fall into judgment.

Jam 5:7-12



Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his
great mercy he gave us new birth into a living hope through

the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, that is, into an
inheritance imperishable, undefiled, and unfading. It is reserved in
heaven for you, who by God's power are protected through faith
for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. This brings you
great joy, although you may have to suffer for a short time in various
trials. Such trials show the proven character of your faith, which

is much more valuable than gold - gold that is tested by fire, even
though it is passing away - and will bring praise and glory and
honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. You have not seen him,

but you love him. You do not see him now but you believe in him,
and so you rejoice with an indescribable and glorious joy, because
you are attaining the goal of your faith - the salvation of your souls.
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The Parable of the Weeds

He presented them with another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is
like a person who sowed good seed in his field. But while everyone
was sleeping, an enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat
and went away. When the plants sprouted and bore grain, then the
weeds also appeared. So the slaves of the owner came and said to
him, ‘Sir, didn't you sow good seed in your field? Then where did the
weeds come from? He said, ‘An enemy has done this.” So the slaves
replied, ‘Do you want us to go and gather them?' But he said, ‘No,
since in gathering the weeds you may uproot the wheat with them.
Let both grow together until the harvest. At harvest time I will tell
the reapers, “Iirst collect the weeds and tie them in bundles to be

"

burned, but then gather the wheat into my barn!

Mat 13:24-30



And do this because we know the time, that it is already
the hour for us to awake from sleep, for our salvation

is now nearer than when we became believers. The
night has advanced toward dawn; the day is near. So
then we must lay aside the works of darkness, and put
on the weapons of light. Let us live decently as in the
daytime, not in carousing and drunkenness, not in sexual
immorality and sensuality, not in discord and jealousy.
Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no
provision for the flesh to arouse its desires.

Rom 13:11-14



And I say this, brothers and sisters: The time is short.
So then those who have wives should be as those who
have none, those with tears like those not weeping,
those who rejoice like those not rejoicing, those who
buy like those without possessions, those who use
the world as though they were not using it to the full.
For the present shape of this world is passing away.
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But Jesus shouted out, “The one who believes in me does not
believe in me, but in the one who sent me, and the one who
sees me sees the one who sent me. I have come as a light into
the world, so that everyone who believes in me should not
remain in darkness. If anyone hears my words and does not
obey them, I do not judge him. For [ have not come to judge
the world, but to save the world. The one who rejects me
and does not accept my words has a judge; the word I have
spoken will judge him at the last day. For I have not spoken
from my own authority, but the Father himself who sent me
has commanded me what I should say and what I should
speak. And I know that his commandment is eternal life.
Thus the things [ say, [ say just as the Father has told me”

Jn 12:44-50



“If the world hates you, be aware that it hated me first. If you belonged to the

world, the world would love you as its own. However, because you do not belong

to the world, but I chose you out of the world, for this reason the world hates you.
Remember what I told you, ‘A slave is not greater than his master. If they persecuted
me, they will also persecute you. If they obeyed my word, they will obey yours too. But
they will do all these things to you on account of my name, because they do not know
the one who sent me. If I had not come and spoken to them, they would not be guilty
of sin. But they no longer have any excuse for their sin. The one who hates me hates
my Father too. If I had not performed among them the miraculous deeds that no one
else did, they would not be guilty of sin. But now they have seen the deeds and have
hated both me and my Father. Now this happened to fulfill the word that is written

in their law, ‘They hated me without reason.’ When the Advocate comes, whom [ will
send you from the Father - the Spirit of truth who goes out from the Father - he will
testify about me, and you also will testify, because you have been with me from the
beginning. “I have told you all these things so that you will not fall away. They will put
you out of the synagogue, yet a time is coming when the one who kills you will think
he is offering service to God. They will do these things because they have not known
the Father or me. But [ have told you these things so that when their time comes, you
will remember that I told you about them.

Jn 15:18-16:4



But now [ am coming to you, and I am saying these things in the world, so they may
experience my joy completed in themselves. I have given them your word, and the
world has hated them, because they do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong
to the world. I am not asking you to take them out of the world, but that you keep
them safe from the evil one. They do not belong to the world just as I do not belong to
the world. Set them apart in the truth; your word is truth. Just as you sent me into the
world, so I sent them into the world. And I set myself apart on their behalf, so that they
too may be truly set apart.

“Tam not praying only on their behalf, but also on behalf of those who believe in me
through their testimony, that they will all be one, just as you, Father, are in me and |
am in you. I pray that they will be in us, so that the world will believe that you sent me.
The glory you gave to me [ have given to them, that they may be one just as we are
one - [ in them and you in me - that they may be completely one, so that the world
will know that you sent me, and you have loved them just as you have loved me.

“Father, [ want those you have given me to be with me where [ am, so that they can
see my glory that you gave me because you loved me before the creation of the world.
Righteous Father, even if the world does not know you, I know you, and these men
know that you sent me. I made known your name to them, and [ will continue to make
it known, so that the love you have loved me with may be in them, and I may be in them.
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Carry one another’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law

of Christ. For if anyone thinks he is something when he is nothing,

he deceives himself. Let each one examine his own work. Then he
can take pride in himself and not compare himself with someone else.
For each one will carry his own load.

Now the one who receives instruction in the word must share all
good things with the one who teaches it. Do not be deceived. God will
not be made a fool. For a person will reap what he sows, because the
person who sows to his own flesh will reap corruption from the flesh,
but the one who sows to the Spirit will reap eternal life from the Spirit.
So we must not grow weary in doing good, for in due time we will
reap, if we do not give up. So then, whenever we have an opportunity,
let us do good to all people, and especially to those who belong to the
family of faith.

Gal 6:2-10



Only conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel
of Christ so that - whether I come and see you or whether

[ remain absent - I should hear that you are standing firm

in one spirit, with one mind, by contending side by side for
the faith of the gospel, and by not being intimidated in any
way by your opponents. This is a sign of their destruction,
but of your salvation - a sign which is from God. For it has
been granted to you not only to believe in Christ but also to
suffer for him, since you are encountering the same conflict
that you saw me face and now hear that I am facing.

Phi 1:27-30



Finally, my brothers and sisters, rejoice in the Lord! To write this again is

no trouble to me, and it is a safeguard for you. Beware of the dogs, beware

of the evil workers, beware of those who mutilate the flesh! For we are the
circumcision, the ones who worship by the Spirit of God, exult in Christ Jesus,
and do not rely on human credentials - though mine too are significant. If
someone thinks he has good reasons to put confidence in human credentials,
I have more: I was circumcised on the eighth day, from the people of Israel
and the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews. I lived according to the

law as a Pharisee. In my zeal for God I persecuted the church. According to
the righteousness stipulated in the law [ was blameless. But these assets 1
have come to regard as liabilities because of Christ. More than that, I now
regard all things as liabilities compared to the far greater value of knowing
Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things - indeed,
I regard them as dung! - that I may gain Christ, and be found in him, not
because I have my own righteousness derived from the law, but because

I have the righteousness that comes by way of Christ’s faithfulness - a
righteousness from God that is in fact based on Christ’s faithfulness. My aim
is to know him, to experience the power of his resurrection, to share in his
sufferings, and to be like him in his death, and so, somehow, to attain to the
resurrection from the dead.

Phi 3:1-11



Not that I have already attained this - that is, | have not already been
perfected - but I strive to lay hold of that for which Christ Jesus also laid

hold of me. Brothers and sisters, I do not consider myself to have attained
this. Instead I am single-minded: Forgetting the things that are behind and
reaching out for the things that are ahead, with this goal in mind, I strive
toward the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. Therefore let those
of us who are “perfect” embrace this point of view. If you think otherwise,
God will reveal to you the error of your ways. Nevertheless, let us live up to
the standard that we have already attained.

Be imitators of me, brothers and sisters, and watch carefully those who are
living this way, just as you have us as an example. For many live, about whom
I have often told you, and now, with tears, I tell you that they are the enemies
of the cross of Christ. Their end is destruction, their god is the belly, they
exult in their shame, and they think about earthly things. But our citizenship
isin heaven - and we also await a savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ,
who will transform these humble bodies of ours into the likeness of his
glorious body by means of that power by which he is able to subject all things
to himself.

Phi 3:12-21



Now we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters,
about those who are asleep, so that you will not grieve like the

rest who have no hope. For if we believe that Jesus died and rose
again, so also we believe that God will bring with him those who
have fallen asleep as Christians. For we tell you this by the word

of the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of
the Lord, will surely not go ahead of those who have fallen asleep.
For the Lord himself will come down from heaven with a shout of
command, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trumpet
of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive,
who are left, will be suddenly caught up together with them in the
clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will always be with the
Lord. Therefore encourage one another with these words.

1Th 4:13-18



Now on the topic of times and seasons, brothers and sisters, you
have no need for anything to be written to you. For you know quite
well that the day of the Lord will come in the same way as a thief in
the night. Now when they are saying, “There is peace and security;’
then sudden destruction comes on them, like labor pains on a
pregnant woman, and they will surely not escape. But you, brothers
and sisters, are not in the darkness for the day to overtake you like
a thief would. For you all are sons of the light and sons of the day.
We are not of the night nor of the darkness. So then we must not
sleep as the rest, but must stay alert and sober. For those who sleep,
sleep at night and those who get drunk are drunk at night. But since
we are of the day, we must stay sober by putting on the breastplate
of faith and love and as a helmet our hope for salvation. For God did
not destine us for wrath but for gaining salvation through our Lord
Jesus Christ. He died for us so that whether we are alert or asleep
we will come to life together with him. Therefore encourage one
another and build up each other, just as you are in fact doing.
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We ought to thank God always for you, brothers and sisters, and rightly

so, because your faith flourishes more and more and the love of each one
of you all for one another is ever greater. As a result we ourselves boast
about you in the churches of God for your perseverance and faith in all the
persecutions and afflictions you are enduring. This is evidence of God's
righteous judgment, to make you worthy of the kingdom of God, for which
in fact you are suffering. For it is right for God to repay with affliction those
who afflict you, and to you who are being afflicted to give rest together
with us when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with his mighty
angels. With flaming fire he will mete out punishment on those who do not
know God and do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. They will undergo
the penalty of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and
from the glory of his strength, when he comes to be glorified among his
saints and admired on that day among all who have believed - and you did
in fact believe our testimony. And in this regard we pray for you always, that
our God will make you worthy of his calling and fulfill by his power your
every desire for goodness and every work of faith, that the name of our
Lord Jesus may be glorified in you, and you in him, according to the grace of
our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.
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The Day of the Lord

Now regarding the arrival of our Lord Jesus Christ and our being gathered
to be with him, we ask you, brothers and sisters, not to be easily shaken
from your composure or disturbed by any kind of spirit or message or
letter allegedly from us, to the effect that the day of the Lord is already
here. Let no one deceive you in any way. For that day will not arrive until
the rebellion comes and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of
destruction. He opposes and exalts himself above every so-called god

or object of worship, and as a result he takes his seat in God’s temple,
displaying himself as God. Surely you recall that [ used to tell you these
things while I was still with you. And so you know what holds him back,
so that he will be revealed in his own time. For the hidden power of
lawlessness is already at work. However, the one who holds him back

will do so until he is taken out of the way, and then the lawless one will
be revealed, whom the Lord will destroy by the breath of his mouth and
wipe out by the manifestation of his arrival. The arrival of the lawless one
will be by Satan’s working with all kinds of miracles and signs and false
wonders, and with every kind of evil deception directed against those who
are perishing, because they found no place in their hearts for the truth
so as to be saved. Consequently God sends on them a deluding influence
so that they will believe what is false. And so all of them who have not
believed the truth but have delighted in evil will be condemned.
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Now the Spirit explicitly says that in the later times
some will desert the faith and occupy themselves with
deceiving spirits and demonic teachings, influenced by
the hypocrisy of liars whose consciences are seared.
They will prohibit marriage and require abstinence
from foods that God created to be received with
thanksgiving by those who believe and know the truth.
For every creation of God is good and no food is to

be rejected if it is received with thanksgiving. For it is
sanctified by God’s word and by prayer.

1Ti 4:1-5



For many deceivers have gone out into the world,
people who do not confess Jesus as Christ coming in
the flesh. This person is the deceiver and the antichrist!
Watch out, so that you do not lose the things we have
worked for, but receive a full reward.

Everyone who goes on ahead and does not remain

in the teaching of Christ does not have God. The one
who remains in this teaching has both the Father and
the Son. If anyone comes to you and does not bring
this teaching, do not receive him into your house and
do not give him any greeting, because the person who
gives him a greeting shares in his evil deeds.
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As he was sitting on the Mount of Olives, his disciples came to him privately
and said, “Tell us, when will these things happen? And what will be the sign
of your coming and of the end of the age?” Jesus answered them, “Watch
out that no one misleads you. For many will come in my name, saying, Tam
the Christ, and they will mislead many. You will hear of wars and rumors of
wars. Make sure that you are not alarmed, for this must happen, but the end
is still to come. For nation will rise up in arms against nation, and kingdom
against kingdom. And there will be famines and earthquakes in various
places. All these things are the beginning of birth pains.

“Then they will hand you over to be persecuted and will kill you. You will
be hated by all the nations because of my name. Then many will be led
into sin, and they will betray one another and hate one another. And many
false prophets will appear and deceive many, and because lawlessness will
increase so much, the love of many will grow cold. But the person who
endures to the end will be saved. And this gospel of the kingdom will be
preached throughout the whole inhabited earth as a testimony to all the
nations, and then the end will come.

Mat 24:3-14



“So when you see the abomination of desolation - spoken
about by Daniel the prophet - standing in the holy place

(let the reader understand), then those in Judea must flee to
the mountains. The one on the roof must not come down to
take anything out of his house, and the one in the field must
not turn back to get his cloak. Woe to those who are pregnant
and to those who are nursing their babies in those days! Pray
that your flight may not be in winter or on a Sabbath. For then
there will be great suffering unlike anything that has happened
from the beginning of the world until now, or ever will happen.
And if those days had not been cut short, no one would be
saved. But for the sake of the elect those days will be cut short.

Mat 24:15-22



Then if anyone says to you, ‘Look, here is the Christ! or ‘There he is! do not
believe him. For false messiahs and false prophets will appear and perform
great signs and wonders to deceive, if possible, even the elect. Remember,

I have told you ahead of time. So then, if someone says to you, ‘Look, he is
in the wilderness, do not go out, or ‘Look, he is in the inner rooms, do not
believe him. For just like the lightning comes from the east and flashes to
the west, so the coming of the Son of Man will be. Wherever the corpse is,
there the vultures will gather.

“Immediately after the suffering of those days, the sun will be darkened,
and the moon will not give its light; the stars will fall from heaven, and

the powers of heaven will be shaken. Then the sign of the Son of Man will
appear in heaven, and all the tribes of the earth will mourn. They will see
the Son of Man arriving on the clouds of heaven with power and great glory.
And he will send his angels with a loud trumpet blast, and they will gather
his elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other.

Mat 24:23-31



The Parable of the Fig Tree

“Learn this parable from the fig tree: Whenever its
branch becomes tender and puts out its leaves, you
know that summer is near. So also you, when you see
all these things, know that he is near, right at the door.
I tell you the truth, this generation will not pass away
until all these things take place. Heaven and earth will
pass away, but my words will never pass away. “But as
for that day and hour no one knows it - not even the
angels in heaven - except the Father alone.

Mat 24:32-36



For just like the days of Noah were, so the coming of the Son of Man will be. For in
those days before the flood, people were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in
marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark. And they knew nothing until the flood
came and took them all away. It will be the same at the coming of the Son of Man.
Then there will be two men in the field; one will be taken and one left. There will be
two women grinding grain with a mill; one will be taken and one left.

“Therefore stay alert, because you do not know on what day your Lord will come.
But understand this: If the owner of the house had known at what time of night the
thief was coming, he would have been alert and would not have let his house be
broken into. Therefore you also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at
an hour when you do not expect him. “Who then is the faithful and wise slave, whom
the master has put in charge of his household, to give the other slaves their food

at the proper time? Blessed is that slave whom the master finds at work when he
comes. I tell you the truth, the master will put him in charge of all his possessions.
But if that evil slave should say to himself, ‘My master is staying away a long time,
and he begins to beat his fellow slaves and to eat and drink with drunkards, then

the master of that slave will come on a day when he does not expect him and at an
hour he does not foresee, and will cut him in two, and assign him a place with the
hypocrites, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

Mat 24:37-51



Call to stand firm

But we ought to thank God always for you, brothers and sisters
loved by the Lord, because God chose you from the beginning
for salvation through sanctification by the Spirit and faith in
the truth. He called you to this salvation through our gospel,
so that you may possess the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Therefore, brothers and sisters, stand firm and hold on to the
traditions that we taught you, whether by speech or by letter.
Now may our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father,
who loved us and by grace gave us eternal comfort and good
hope, encourage your hearts and strengthen you in every
good thing you do or say.

2Fh 23 17



Now to the one who is able to keep you from
falling, and to cause you to stand, rejoicing,
without blemish before his glorious presence,
to the only God our Savior through Jesus
Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, power,

and authority, before all time, and now,

and for all eternity. Amen.

Jud 1:24-25
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Visions of the future 1
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From Revelation chapter: 1, 2, 3, 5, 6 and 8:1 and 22

1:1 The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him to
show his servants what must happen very soon. He made it
clear by sending his angel to his servant John, 2 who then
testified to everything that he saw concerning the word of
God and the testimony about Jesus Christ. 3 Blessed is the
one who reads the words of this prophecy aloud, and
blessed are those who hear and obey the things written in
it, because the time is near!



1:4 From John, to the seven churches that are in the
province of Asia: Grace and peace to you from “he who is;’
and who was, and who is still to come, and from the seven
spirits who are before his throne, 5 and from Jesus Christ -
the faithful witness, the firstborn from among the dead, the
ruler over the kings of the earth. To the one who loves us
and has set us free from our sins at the cost of his own
blood 6 and has appointed us as a kingdom, as priests
serving his God and Father - to him be the glory and the
power for ever and ever! Amen.
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1:7 (Look! He is returning with the clouds,
and every eye will see him,

even those who pierced him,
and all the tribes on the earth will mourn because of him.

This will certainly come to pass! Amen.)



1:8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God -
the one who is, and who was, and who is still to come - the
All-Powerful!



1:9 |, John, your brother and the one who shares with you
in the persecution, kingdom, and endurance that are in
Jesus, was on the island called Patmos because of the
word of God and the testimony about Jesus. 10 | was in the
Spirit on the Lord’s Day when | heard behind me a loud
voice like a trumpet, 11 saying: “Write in a book what you
see and send it to the seven churches - to Ephesus,
Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, and
Laodicea.”



1:12 | turned to see whose voice was speaking to me, and
when | did so, | saw seven golden lampstands, 13 and in
the midst of the lampstands was one like a son of man. He
was dressed in a robe extending down to his feet and he
wore a wide golden belt around his chest. 14 His head and
hair were as white as wool, even as white as snow, and his
eyes were like a fiery flame. 15 His feet were like polished
bronze refined in a furnace, and his voice was like the roar
of many waters. 16 He held seven stars in his right hand,
and a sharp double-edged sword extended out of his
mouth. His face shone like the sun shining at full strength.



1:17 When | saw him | fell down at his feet as though | were
dead, but he placed his right hand on me and said: “Do not
be afraid! | am the first and the last, 18 and the one who
lives! | was dead, but look, now | am alive - forever and
ever - and | hold the keys of death and of Hades! 19
Therefore write what you saw, what is, and what will be
after these things. 20 The mystery of the seven stars that
you saw in my right hand and the seven golden lampstands
is this: The seven stars are the angels of the seven
churches and the seven lampstands are the seven
churches.



To the Church in Ephesus

2:1 “To the angel of the church in Ephesus, write the
following:

“This is the solemn pronouncement of the one who has a
firm grasp on the seven stars in his right hand - the one
who walks among the seven golden lampstands: 2 ‘I know
your works as well as your labor and steadfast endurance,
and that you cannot tolerate evil. You have even put to the
test those who refer to themselves as apostles (but are
not), and have discovered that they are false. 3 | am also
aware that you have persisted steadfastly, endured much
for the sake of my name, and have not grown weary. 4 But |
have this against you: You have departed from your first
love! 5 Therefore, remember from what high state you have
fallen and repent! Do the deeds you did at the first; if not, |
will come to you and remove your lampstand from its place
- that is, if you do not repent. 6 But you do have this going
for you: You hate what the Nicolaitans practice - practices |
also hate. 7 The one who has an ear had better hear what
the Spirit says to the churches. To the one who conquers, |
will permit him to eat from the tree of life that is in the
paradise of God.’



To the Church in Smyrna

2:8 “To the angel of the church in Smyrna write the
following:

“This is the solemn pronouncement of the one who is the
first and the last, the one who was dead, but came to life: 9
‘I know the distress you are suffering and your poverty (but
you are rich). | also know the slander against you by those
who call themselves Jews and really are not, but are a
synagogue of Satan. 10 Do not be afraid of the things you
are about to suffer. The devil is about to have some of you
thrown into prison so you may be tested, and you will
experience suffering for ten days. Remain faithful even to
the point of death, and | will give you the crown that is life
itself. 11 The one who has an ear had better hear what the
Spirit says to the churches. The one who conquers will in
no way be harmed by the second death.’



To the Church in Pergamum

2:12 “To the angel of the church in Pergamum write the
following:

“This is the solemn pronouncement of the one who has the
sharp double-edged sword: 13 ‘| know where you live -
where Satan’s throne is. Yet you continue to cling to my
name and you have not denied your faith in me, even in the
days of Antipas, my faithful witness, who was killed in your
city where Satan lives. 14 But | have a few things against
you: You have some people there who follow the teaching
of Balaam, who instructed Balak to put a stumbling block
before the people of Israel so they would eat food sacrificed
to idols and commit sexual immorality. 15 In the same way,
there are also some among you who follow the teaching of
the Nicolaitans. 16 Therefore, repent! If not, | will come
against you quickly and make war against those people
with the sword of my mouth. 17 The one who has an ear
had better hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To the
one who conquers, | will give him some of the hidden
manna, and | will give him a white stone, and on that stone
will be written a new name that no one can understand
except the one who receives it’



To the Church in Thyatira

2:18 “To the angel of the church in Thyatira write the following:

“This is the solemn pronouncement of the Son of God, the one who has
eyes like a fiery flame and whose feet are like polished bronze: 19 ‘I
know your deeds: your love, faith, service, and steadfast endurance. In
fact, your more recent deeds are greater than your earlier ones. 20 But
| have this against you: You tolerate that woman Jezebel, who calls
herself a prophetess, and by her teaching deceives my servants to
commit sexual immorality and to eat food sacrificed to idols. 21 | have
given her time to repent, but she is not willing to repent of her sexual
immorality. 22 Look! | am throwing her onto a bed of violent iliness, and
those who commit adultery with her into terrible suffering, unless they
repent of her deeds. 23 Furthermore, | will strike her followers with a
deadly disease, and then all the churches will know that | am the one
who searches minds and hearts. | will repay each one of you what your
deeds deserve. 24 But to the rest of you in Thyatira, all who do not hold
to this teaching (who have not learned the so-called “deep secrets of
Satan”), to you | say: | do not put any additional burden on you. 25
However, hold on to what you have until | come. 26 And to the one who
conquers and who continues in my deeds until the end, | will give him
authority over the nations -

27 he will rule them with an iron rod

and like clay jars he will break them to pieces,

28 just as | have received the right to rule from my Father - and | will
give him the morning star. 29 The one who has an ear had better hear
what the Spirit says to the churches.’



To the Church in Sardis

3:1 “To the angel of the church in Sardis write the following:
“This is the solemn pronouncement of the one who holds
the seven spirits of God and the seven stars: ‘I know your
deeds, that you have a reputation that you are alive, but in
reality you are dead. 2 Wake up then, and strengthen what
remains that was about to die, because | have not found
your deeds complete in the sight of my God. 3 Therefore,
remember what you received and heard, and obey it, and
repent. If you do not wake up, | will come like a thief, and
you will never know at what hour | will come against you. 4
But you have a few individuals in Sardis who have not
stained their clothes, and they will walk with me dressed in
white, because they are worthy. 5 The one who conquers
will be dressed like them in white clothing, and | will never
erase his name from the book of life, but will declare his
name before my Father and before his angels. 6 The one
who has an ear had better hear what the Spirit says to the
churches.’



To the Church in Philadelphia

3:7 “To the angel of the church in Philadelphia write the following:
“This is the solemn pronouncement of the Holy One, the True
One, who holds the key of David, who opens doors no one can
shut, and shuts doors no one can open: 8 ‘| know your deeds.
(Look! | have put in front of you an open door that no one can
shut.) I know that you have little strength, but you have obeyed
my word and have not denied my name. 9 Listen! | am going to
make those people from the synagogue of Satan - who say they
are Jews yet are not, but are lying - Look, | will make them come
and bow down at your feet and acknowledge that | have loved
you. 10 Because you have kept my admonition to endure
steadfastly, | will also keep you from the hour of testing that is
about to come on the whole world to test those who live on the
earth. 11 I am coming soon. Hold on to what you have so that no
one can take away your crown. 12 The one who conquers | will
make a pillar in the temple of my God, and he will never depart
from it. | will write on him the name of my God and the name of
the city of my God (the new Jerusalem that comes down out of
heaven from my God), and my new name as well. 13 The one
who has an ear had better hear what the Spirit says to the
churches.’



To the Church in Laodicea

3:14 “To the angel of the church in Laodicea write the following:
“This is the solemn pronouncement of the Amen, the faithful and
true witness, the originator of God’s creation: 15 ‘l know your
deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot. | wish you were either
cold or hot! 16 So because you are lukewarm, and neither hot
nor cold, | am going to vomit you out of my mouth! 17 Because
you say, ‘I am rich and have acquired great wealth, and need
nothing,” but do not realize that you are wretched, pitiful, poor,
blind, and naked, 18 take my advice and buy gold from me
refined by fire so you can become rich! Buy from me white
clothing so you can be clothed and your shameful nakedness will
not be exposed, and buy eye salve to put on your eyes so you
can see! 19 All those | love, | rebuke and discipline. So be
earnest and repent! 20 Listen! | am standing at the door and
knocking! If anyone hears my voice and opens the door | will
come into his home and share a meal with him, and he with me.
21 | will grant the one who conquers permission to sit with me on
my throne, just as | too conquered and sat down with my Father
on his throne. 22 The one who has an ear had better hear what
the Spirit says to the churches.”



The Opening of the Scroll

5:1 Then | saw in the right hand of the one who was seated on
the throne a scroll written on the front and back and sealed with
seven seals. 2 And | saw a powerful angel proclaiming in a loud
voice: “Who is worthy to open the scroll and to break its seals?” 3
But no one in heaven or on earth or under the earth was able to
open the scroll or look into it. 4 So | began weeping bitterly
because no one was found who was worthy to open the scroll or
to look into it. 5 Then one of the elders said to me, “Stop
weeping! Look, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the root of David,
has conquered; thus he can open the scroll and its seven seals.”
6 Then | saw standing in the middle of the throne and of the four
living creatures, and in the middle of the elders, a Lamb that
appeared to have been killed. He had seven horns and seven
eyes, which are the seven spirits of God sent out into all the
earth. 7 Then he came and took the scroll from the right hand of
the one who was seated on the throne, 8 and when he had taken
the scroll, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders
threw themselves to the ground before the Lamb. Each of them
had a harp and golden bowls full of incense (which are the
prayers of the saints). 9 They were singing a new song:



5:9 “You are worthy to take the scroll

and to open its seals

because you were killed,

and at the cost of your own blood you have purchased for
God

persons from every tribe, language, people, and nation.
10 You have appointed them as a kingdom and priests to
serve our God, and they will reign on the earth.”



5:11 Then I looked and heard the voice of many angels in a
circle around the throne, as well as the living creatures and
the elders. Their number was ten thousand times ten
thousand - thousands times thousands - 12 all of whom
were singing in a loud voice:



5:12 “Worthy is the lamb who was killed
to receive power and wealth

and wisdom and might

and honor and glory and praise!”



5:13 Then | heard every creature - in heaven, on earth,
under the earth, in the sea, and all that is in them - singing:



5:13 “To the one seated on the throne and to the Lamb
be praise, honor, glory, and ruling power forever and ever!”



5:14 And the four living creatures were saying “Amen,” and
the elders threw themselves to the ground and worshiped.



The First Seals

6:1 | looked on when the Lamb opened one of the seven

seals, and | heard one of the four living creatures saying

with a thunderous voice, “Come!” 2 So | looked, and here
came a white horse! The one who rode it had a bow, and

he was given a crown, and as a conqueror he rode out to
conquer.



The Second Seal

6:3 Then when the Lamb opened the second seal, | heard
the second living creature saying, “Come!” 4 And another
horse, fiery red, came out, and the one who rode it was
granted permission to take peace from the earth, so that
people would butcher one another, and he was given a
huge sword.



The Third Seal

6:5 Then when the Lamb opened the third seal | heard the
third living creature saying, “Come!” So | looked, and here
came a black horse! The one who rode it had a balance
scale in his hand. 6 Then | heard something like a voice
from among the four living creatures saying, “A quart of
wheat will cost a day’s pay and three quarts of barley will
cost a day’s pay. But do not damage the olive oil and the
wine!”



The Fourth Seal

6.7 Then when the Lamb opened the fourth seal | heard the
voice of the fourth living creature saying, “Come!” 8 So |
looked and here came a pale green horse! The name of the
one who rode it was Death, and Hades followed right
behind. They were given authority over a fourth of the
earth, to kill its population with the sword, famine, and
disease, and by the wild animals of the earth.



The Fifth Seal

6:9 Now when the Lamb opened the fifth seal, | saw under
the altar the souls of those who had been violently killed
because of the word of God and because of the testimony
they had given. 10 They cried out with a loud voice, “How
long, Sovereign Master, holy and true, before you judge
those who live on the earth and avenge our blood?” 11
Each of them was given a long white robe and they were
told to rest for a little longer, until the full number was
reached of both their fellow servants and their brothers who
were going to be killed just as they had been.



The Sixth Seal

6:12 Then | looked when the Lamb opened the sixth seal,
and a huge earthquake took place; the sun became as
black as sackcloth made of hair, and the full moon became
blood red; 13 and the stars in the sky fell to the earth like a
fig tree dropping its unripe figs when shaken by a fierce
wind. 14 The sky was split apart like a scroll being rolled
up, and every mountain and island was moved from its
place. 15 Then the kings of the earth, the very important
people, the generals, the rich, the powerful, and everyone,
slave and free, hid themselves in the caves and among the
rocks of the mountains. 16 They said to the mountains and
to the rocks, “Fall on us and hide us from the face of the
one who is seated on the throne and from the wrath of the
Lamb, 17 because the great day of their wrath has come,
and who is able to withstand it?”



The Seventh Seal
8:1 Now when the Lamb opened the seventh seal there
was silence in heaven for about half an hour.



22:1 Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life
- water as clear as crystal - pouring out from the throne of
God and of the Lamb, 2 flowing down the middle of the
city’s main street. On each side of the river is the tree of life
producing twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit every month
of the year. Its leaves are for the healing of the nations. 3
And there will no longer be any curse, and the throne of
God and the Lamb will be in the city. His servants will
worship him, 4 and they will see his face, and his name will
be on their foreheads. 5 Night will be no more, and they will
not need the light of a lamp or the light of the sun, because
the Lord God will shine on them, and they will reign forever
and ever.



A Final Reminder

22:6 Then the angel said to me, “These words are reliable
and true. The Lord, the God of the spirits of the prophets,
has sent his angel to show his servants what must happen
soon.”

7 (Look! I am coming soon!

Blessed is the one who keeps the words of the prophecy
expressed in this book.)

8 |, John, am the one who heard and saw these things, and
when | heard and saw them, | threw myself down to
worship at the feet of the angel who was showing them to
me. 9 But he said to me, “Do not do this! | am a fellow
servant with you and with your brothers the prophets, and
with those who obey the words of this book. Worship God!”
10 Then he said to me, “Do not seal up the words of the
prophecy contained in this book, because the time is near.
11 The evildoer must continue to do evil, and the one who
is morally filthy must continue to be filthy. The one who is
righteous must continue to act righteously, and the one who
is holy must continue to be holy.”



22:12 (Look! I am coming soon,

and my reward is with me to pay each one according to what he has
done!

13 | am the Alpha and the Omega,

the first and the last,

the beginning and the end!)

14 Blessed are those who wash their robes so they can have access to
the tree of life and can enter into the city by the gates. 15 Outside are
the dogs and the sorcerers and the sexually immoral, and the
murderers, and the idolaters and everyone who loves and practices
falsehood!

16 “I, Jesus, have sent my angel to testify to you about these things for
the churches. | am the root and the descendant of David, the bright
morning star!” 17 And the Spirit and the bride say, “Come!” And let the
one who hears say: “Come!” And let the one who is thirsty come; let the
one who wants it take the water of life free of charge.

18 | testify to the one who hears the words of the prophecy contained in
this book: If anyone adds to them, God will add to him the plagues
described in this book. 19 And if anyone takes away from the words of
this book of prophecy, God will take away his share in the tree of life
and in the holy city that are described in this book.

20 The one who testifies to these things says, “Yes, | am coming soon!”
Amen! Come, Lord Jesus! 21 The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all.
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The seven trumpets
Rev 8,2-11:19



8:2 Then | saw the seven angels who stand before God,
and seven trumpets were given to them. 3 Another angel
holding a golden censer came and was stationed at the
altar. A large amount of incense was given to him to offer
up, with the prayers of all the saints, on the golden altar
that is before the throne. 4 The smoke coming from the
incense, along with the prayers of the saints, ascended
before God from the angel’s hand. 5 Then the angel took
the censer, filled it with fire from the altar, and threw it on
the earth, and there were crashes of thunder, roaring,
flashes of lightning, and an earthquake.

6 Now the seven angels holding the seven trumpets
prepared to blow them.



The First Four trumpets

8:7 The first angel blew his trumpet, and there was hail and fire
mixed with blood, and it was thrown at the earth so that a third of
the earth was burned up, a third of the trees were burned up, and
all the green grass was burned up.

8 Then the second angel blew his trumpet, and something like a
great mountain of burning fire was thrown into the sea. A third of
the sea became blood, 9 and a third of the creatures living in the
sea died, and a third of the ships were completely destroyed.

10 Then the third angel blew his trumpet, and a huge star
burning like a torch fell from the sky; it landed on a third of the
rivers and on the springs of water. 11 (Now the name of the star
is Wormwood.) So a third of the waters became wormwood, and
many people died from these waters because they were
poisoned.

12 Then the fourth angel blew his trumpet, and a third of the sun
was struck, and a third of the moon, and a third of the stars, so
that a third of them were darkened. And there was no light for a
third of the day and for a third of the night likewise. 13 Then |
looked, and | heard an eagle flying directly overhead, proclaiming
with a loud voice, “Woe! Woe! Woe to those who live on the earth
because of the remaining sounds of the trumpets of the three
angels who are about to blow them!”



The Fifth trumpet

9:1 Then the fifth angel blew his trumpet, and | saw a star that had
fallen from the sky to the earth, and he was given the key to the shaft of
the abyss. 2 He opened the shaft of the abyss and smoke rose out of it
like smoke from a giant furnace. The sun and the air were darkened
with smoke from the shaft. 3 Then out of the smoke came locusts onto
the earth, and they were given power like that of the scorpions of the
earth. 4 They were told not to damage the grass of the earth, or any
green plant or tree, but only those people who did not have the seal of
God on their forehead. 5 The locusts were not given permission to Kill
them, but only to torture them for five months, and their torture was like
that of a scorpion when it stings a person. 6 In those days people will
seek death, but will not be able to find it; they will long to die, but death
will flee from them.

7 Now the locusts looked like horses equipped for battle. On their
heads were something like crowns similar to gold, and their faces
looked like men'’s faces. 8 They had hair like women’s hair, and their
teeth were like lions’ teeth. 9 They had breastplates like iron
breastplates, and the sound of their wings was like the noise of many
horse-drawn chariots charging into battle. 10 They have tails and
stingers like scorpions, and their ability to injure people for five months
is in their tails. 11 They have as king over them the angel of the abyss,
whose name in Hebrew is Abaddon, and in Greek, Apollyon.

12 The first woe has passed, but two woes are still coming after these
things!



The Sixth trumpet

9:13 Then the sixth angel blew his trumpet, and | heard a single
voice coming from the horns on the golden altar that is before
God, 14 saying to the sixth angel, the one holding the trumpet,
“Set free the four angels who are bound at the great river
Euphrates!” 15 Then the four angels who had been prepared for
this hour, day, month, and year were set free to kill a third of
humanity. 16 The number of soldiers on horseback was two
hundred million; | heard their number. 17 Now this is what the
horses and their riders looked like in my vision: The riders had
breastplates that were fiery red, dark blue, and sulfurous yellow
in color. The heads of the horses looked like lions’ heads, and
fire, smoke, and sulfur came out of their mouths. 18 A third of
humanity was killed by these three plagues, that is, by the fire,
the smoke, and the sulfur that came out of their mouths. 19 For
the power of the horses resides in their mouths and in their tails,
because their tails are like snakes, having heads that inflict
injuries. 20 The rest of humanity, who had not been killed by
these plagues, did not repent of the works of their hands, so that
they did not stop worshiping demons and idols made of gold,
silver, bronze, stone, and wood - idols that cannot see or hear or
walk about. 21 Furthermore, they did not repent of their murders,
of their magic spells, of their sexual immorality, or of their
stealing.



The Angel with the Little Scroll

10:1 Then | saw another powerful angel descending from heaven,
wrapped in a cloud, with a rainbow above his head; his face was like
the sun and his legs were like pillars of fire. 2 He held in his hand a little
scroll that was open, and he put his right foot on the sea and his left on
the land. 3 Then he shouted in a loud voice like a lion roaring, and
when he shouted, the seven thunders sounded their voices. 4 When
the seven thunders spoke, | was preparing to write, but just then | heard
a voice from heaven say, “Seal up what the seven thunders spoke and
do not write it down.” 5 Then the angel | saw standing on the sea and
on the land raised his right hand to heaven 6 and swore by the one who
lives forever and ever, who created heaven and what is in it, and the
earth and what is in it, and the sea and what is in it, “There will be no
more delay! 7 But in the days when the seventh angel is about to blow
his trumpet, the mystery of God is completed, just as he has proclaimed
to his servants the prophets.” 8 Then the voice | had heard from heaven
began to speak to me again, “Go and take the open scroll in the hand
of the angel who is standing on the sea and on the land.” 9 So | went to
the angel and asked him to give me the little scroll. He said to me,
“Take the scroll and eat it. It will make your stomach bitter, but it will be
as sweet as honey in your mouth.” 10 So | took the little scroll from the
angel’s hand and ate it, and it did taste as sweet as honey in my mouth,
but when | had eaten it, my stomach became bitter. 11 Then they told
me: “You must prophesy again about many peoples, nations,
languages, and kings.”



The Fate of the Two Withesses

11:1 Then a measuring rod like a staff was given to me, and | was told, “Get up
and measure the temple of God, and the altar, and the ones who worship there. 2
But do not measure the outer courtyard of the temple; leave it out, because it has
been given to the Gentiles, and they will trample on the holy city for forty-two
months. 3 And | will grant my two witnesses authority to prophesy for 1,260 days,
dressed in sackcloth. 4 (These are the two olive trees and the two lampstands
that stand before the Lord of the earth.) 5 If anyone wants to harm them, fire
comes out of their mouths and completely consumes their enemies. If anyone
wants to harm them, they must be killed this way. 6 These two have the power to
close up the sky so that it does not rain during the time they are prophesying.
They have power to turn the waters to blood and to strike the earth with every
kind of plague whenever they want. 7 When they have completed their testimony,
the beast that comes up from the abyss will make war on them and conquer them
and kill them. 8 Their corpses will lie in the street of the great city that is
symbolically called Sodom and Egypt, where their Lord was also crucified. 9 For
three and a half days those from every people, tribe, nation, and language will
look at their corpses, because they will not permit them to be placed in a tomb.
10 And those who live on the earth will rejoice over them and celebrate, even
sending gifts to each other, because these two prophets had tormented those
who live on the earth. 11 But after three and a half days a breath of life from God
entered them, and they stood on their feet, and tremendous fear seized those
who were watching them. 12 Then they heard a loud voice from heaven saying to
them: “Come up here!” So the two prophets went up to heaven in a cloud while
their enemies stared at them. 13 Just then a major earthquake took place and a
tenth of the city collapsed; seven thousand people were killed in the earthquake,
and the rest were terrified and gave glory to the God of heaven.

14 The second woe has come and gone; the third is coming quickly.



The Seventh Trumpet

11:15 Then the seventh angel blew his trumpet, and there
were loud voices in heaven saying:

“The kingdom of the world

has become the kingdom of our Lord
and of his Christ,

and he will reign for ever and ever.”



11:16 Then the twenty-four elders who are seated on their
thrones before God threw themselves down with their faces
to the ground and worshiped God 17 with these words:

“We give you thanks, Lord God, the All-Powerful,

the one who is and who was,

because you have taken your great power

and begun to reign.

18 The nations were enraged,

but your wrath has come,

and the time has come for the dead to be judged,

and the time has come to give to your servants,

the prophets, their reward,

as well as to the saints

and to those who revere your name, both small and great,
and the time has come to destroy those who destroy the
earth.”



11:19 Then the temple of God in heaven was opened and
the ark of his covenant was visible within his temple. And
there were flashes of lightning, roaring, crashes of thunder,

an earthquake, and a great hailstorm.



Rev 15:1-16:21
The Final Plagues



15:1 Then | saw another great and astounding sign in heaven: seven
angels who have seven final plagues (they are final because in them
God’s anger is completed).

2 Then | saw something like a sea of glass mixed with fire, and those
who had conquered the beast and his image and the number of his
name. They were standing by the sea of glass, holding harps given to
them by God. 3 They sang the song of Moses the servant of God and the
song of the Lamb:

“Great and astounding are your deeds,

Lord God, the All-Powerful!

Just and true are your ways,

King over the nations!

4 Who will not fear you, O Lord,

and glorify your name, because you alone are holy?
All nations will come and worship before you

for your righteous acts have been revealed.”

5 After these things I looked, and the temple (the tent of the testimony)
was opened in heaven, 6 and the seven angels who had the seven
plagues came out of the temple, dressed in clean bright linen, wearing
wide golden belts around their chests. 7 Then one of the four living
creatures gave the seven angels seven golden bowls filled with the wrath
of God who lives forever and ever, 8 and the temple was filled with
smoke from God’s glory and from his power. Thus no one could enter the
temple until the seven plagues from the seven angels were completed.



The Bowls of God’s Wrath

16:1 Then | heard a loud voice from the temple declaring to
the seven angels: “Go and pour out on the earth the seven
bowls containing God’s wrath.” 2 So the first angel went
and poured out his bowl on the earth. Then ugly and painful
sores appeared on the people who had the mark of the
beast and who worshiped his image.



The Second Bowl of God’s Wrath

16:3 Next, the second angel poured out his bowl on the sea
and it turned into blood, like that of a corpse, and every
living creature that was in the sea died.



The Third Bowl of God’s Wrath

16:4 Then the third angel poured out his bowl on the rivers
and the springs of water, and they turned into blood. 5 Now
| heard the angel of the waters saying:

“You are just - the one who is and who was,

the Holy One - because you have passed these judgments,
6 because they poured out the blood of your saints and
prophets,

S0 you have given them blood to drink. They got what they
deserved!”

7 Then | heard the altar reply, “Yes, Lord God, the All-
Powerful, your judgments are true and just!”



The Forth Bowl of God’s Wrath

16:8 Then the fourth angel poured out his bowl on the sun,
and it was permitted to scorch people with fire. 9 Thus
people were scorched by the terrible heat, yet they
blasphemed the name of God, who has ruling authority
over these plagues, and they would not repent and give
him glory.



The Fifth Bowl of God’s Wrath

16:10 Then the fifth angel poured out his bowl on the throne
of the beast so that darkness covered his kingdom, and
people began to bite their tongues because of their pain. 11
They blasphemed the God of heaven because of their
sufferings and because of their sores, but nevertheless they
still refused to repent of their deeds.



The Sixth Bowl of God’s Wrath

16:12 Then the sixth angel poured out his bowl on the great
river Euphrates and dried up its water to prepare the way
for the kings from the east. 13 Then | saw three unclean
spirits that looked like frogs coming out of the mouth of the
dragon, out of the mouth of the beast, and out of the mouth
of the false prophet. 14 For they are the spirits of the
demons performing signs who go out to the kings of the
earth to bring them together for the battle that will take
place on the great day of God, the All-Powerful.

15 (Look! | will come like a thief!

Blessed is the one who stays alert and does not lose his
clothes so that he will not have to walk around naked and
his shameful condition be seen.)

16 Now the spirits gathered the kings and their armies to
the place that is called Armageddon in Hebrew.



The Seventh Bowl of God’s Wrath

16:17 Finally the seventh angel poured out his bowl into the
air and a loud voice came out of the temple from the
throne, saying: “It is done!” 18 Then there were flashes of
lightning, roaring, and crashes of thunder, and there was a
tremendous earthquake - an earthquake unequaled since
humanity has been on the earth, so tremendous was that
earthquake. 19 The great city was split into three parts and
the cities of the nations collapsed. So Babylon the great
was remembered before God, and was given the cup filled
with the wine made of God'’s furious wrath. 20 Every island
fled away and no mountains could be found. 21 And
gigantic hailstones, weighing about a hundred pounds
each, fell from heaven on people, but they blasphemed
God because of the plague of hail, since it was so
horrendous.



Rev 18
Babylon is Destroyed



18:1 After these things | saw another angel, who possessed
great authority, coming down out of heaven, and the earth
was lit up by his radiance. 2 He shouted with a powerful

voice:



18:2 “Fallen, fallen, is Babylon the great!

She has become a lair for demons,

a haunt for every unclean spirit,

a haunt for every unclean bird,

a haunt for every unclean and detested beast.

3 For all the nations have fallen from

the wine of her immoral passion,

and the kings of the earth have committed sexual
immorality with her,

and the merchants of the earth have gotten rich from the
power of her sensual behavior.”



18:4 Then | heard another voice from heaven saying,
“Come out of her, my people, so you will not take part in her
sins and so you will not receive her plagues, 5 because her
sins have piled up all the way to heaven and God has
remembered her crimes. 6 Repay her the same way she
repaid others; pay her back double corresponding to her
deeds. In the cup she mixed, mix double the amount for
her. 7 As much as she exalted herself and lived in sensual
luxury, to this extent give her torment and grief because she
said to herself, ‘I rule as queen and am no widow; | will
never experience grief!’ 8 For this reason, she will
experience her plagues in a single day: disease, mourning,
and famine, and she will be burned down with fire, because
the Lord God who judges her is powerful!”



18:9 Then the kings of the earth who committed immoral
acts with her and lived in sensual luxury with her will weep
and wail for her when they see the smoke from the fire that
burns her up. 10 They will stand a long way off because
they are afraid of her torment, and will say,

“Woe, woe, O great city,
Babylon the powerful city!
For in a single hour your doom has come!”



18:11 Then the merchants of the earth will weep and mourn
for her because no one buys their cargo any longer - 12
cargo such as gold, silver, precious stones, pearls, fine
linen, purple cloth, silk, scarlet cloth, all sorts of things
made of citron wood, all sorts of objects made of ivory, all
sorts of things made of expensive wood, bronze, iron and
marble, 13 cinnamon, spice, incense, perfumed ointment,
frankincense, wine, olive oil and costly flour, wheat, cattle
and sheep, horses and four-wheeled carriages, slaves and
human lives.



18:14 (The ripe fruit you greatly desired
has gone from you,
and all your luxury and splendor

have gone from you -
they will never ever be found again!)



18:15 The merchants who sold these things, who got rich
from her, will stand a long way off because they are afraid
of her torment. They will weep and mourn, 16 saying,

“Woe, woe, O great city -

dressed in fine linen, purple and scarlet clothing,

and adorned with gold, precious stones, and pearls -

17 because in a single hour such great wealth has been
destroyed!”



18:17 And every ship’s captain, and all who sail along the
coast - seamen, and all who make their living from the sea,
stood a long way off 18 and began to shout when they saw
the smoke from the fire that burned her up, “Who is like the
great city?” 19 And they threw dust on their heads and were
shouting with weeping and mourning,



18:19 “Woe, Woe, O great city -

in which all those who had ships on the sea got rich from
her wealth -

because in a single hour she has been destroyed!”

20 (Rejoice over her, O heaven,

and you saints and apostles and prophets,

for God has pronounced judgment against her on your
behalf!)



18:21 Then one powerful angel picked up a stone like a
huge millstone, threw it into the sea, and said,



“With this kind of sudden violent force

Babylon the great city will be thrown down

and it will never be found again!

22 And the sound of the harpists, musicians,

flute players, and trumpeters

will never be heard in you again.

No craftsman who practices any trade

will ever be found in you again;

the noise of a mill will never be heard in you again.

23 Even the light from a lamp

will never shine in you again!

The voices of the bridegroom and his bride

will never be heard in you again.

For your merchants were the tycoons of the world,
because all the nations were deceived by your magic
spells!

24 The blood of the saints and prophets was found in her,
along with the blood of all those who had been killed on the
earth.”
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Revelation 4, 7, 12-14, 17, 19-21

The Amazing Scene in Heaven

4:1 After these things | looked, and there was a door standing
open in heaven! And the first voice | had heard speaking to me
like a trumpet said: “Come up here so that | can show you what
must happen after these things.” 2 Immediately | was in the
Spirit, and a throne was standing in heaven with someone
seated on it! 3 And the one seated on it was like jasper and
carnelian in appearance, and a rainbow looking like it was made
of emerald encircled the throne. 4 In a circle around the throne
were twenty-four other thrones, and seated on those thrones
were twenty-four elders. They were dressed in white clothing and
had golden crowns on their heads. 5 From the throne came out
flashes of lightning and roaring and crashes of thunder. Seven
flaming torches, which are the seven spirits of God, were burning
in front of the throne 6 and in front of the throne was something
like a sea of glass, like crystal.

In the middle of the throne and around the throne were four living
creatures full of eyes in front and in back. 7 The first living
creature was like a lion, the second creature like an ox, the third
creature had a face like a man’s, and the fourth creature looked
like an eagle flying.



4:8 Each one of the four living creatures had six wings and
was full of eyes all around and inside. They never rest day
or night, saying:

“Holy Holy Holy is the Lord God, the All-Powerful,
Who was and who is, and who is still to come!”

9 And whenever the living creatures give glory, honor, and
thanks to the one who sits on the throne, who lives forever
and ever, 10 the twenty-four elders throw themselves to the
ground before the one who sits on the throne and worship
the one who lives forever and ever, and they offer their
crowns before his throne, saying:

11 “You are worthy, our Lord and God,

to receive glory and honor and power,

since you created all things,

and because of your will they existed and were created!”



The Sealing of the 144,000

7:1 After this | saw four angels standing at the four corners
of the earth, holding back the four winds of the earth so no
wind could blow on the earth, on the sea, or on any tree. 2
Then | saw another angel ascending from the east, who
had the seal of the living God. He shouted out with a loud
voice to the four angels who had been given permission to
damage the earth and the sea: 3 “Do not damage the earth
or the sea or the trees until we have put a seal on the
foreheads of the servants of our God.”



7:4 Now | heard the number of those who were marked
with the seal, one hundred and forty-four thousand, sealed
from all the tribes of the people of Israel:

5 From the tribe of Judah, twelve thousand were sealed,
from the tribe of Reuben, twelve thousand,

from the tribe of Gad, twelve thousand,

6 from the tribe of Asher, twelve thousand,

from the tribe of Naphtali, twelve thousand,

from the tribe of Manasseh, twelve thousand,

7 from the tribe of Simeon, twelve thousand,

from the tribe of Levi, twelve thousand,

from the tribe of Issachar, twelve thousand,

8 from the tribe of Zebulun, twelve thousand,

from the tribe of Joseph, twelve thousand,

from the tribe of Benjamin, twelve thousand were sealed.



7:9 After these things | looked, and here was an enormous crowd that
no one could count, made up of persons from every nation, tribe,
people, and language, standing before the throne and before the Lamb
dressed in long white robes, and with palm branches in their hands. 10
They were shouting out in a loud voice,

“Salvation belongs to our God,

to the one seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!”

11 And all the angels stood there in a circle around the throne and
around the elders and the four living creatures, and they threw
themselves down with their faces to the ground before the throne and
worshiped God, 12 saying,

“‘Amen! Praise and glory,

and wisdom and thanksgiving,

and honor and power and strength

be to our God for ever and ever. Amen!”

13 Then one of the elders asked me, “These dressed in long white
robes - who are they and where have they come from?” 14 So | said to
him, “My lord, you know the answer.” Then he said to me, “These are
the ones who have come out of the great tribulation. They have washed
their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb! 15 For this
reason they are before the throne of God, and they serve him day and
night in his temple, and the one seated on the throne will shelter them.
16 They will never go hungry or be thirsty again, and the sun will not
beat down on them, nor any burning heat, 17 because the Lamb in the
middle of the throne will shepherd them and lead them to springs of
living water, and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”



The Woman, the Child, and the Dragon

12:1 Then a great sign appeared in heaven: a woman
clothed with the sun, and with the moon under her feet, and
on her head was a crown of twelve stars. 2 She was
pregnant and was screaming in labor pains, struggling to
give birth. 3 Then another sign appeared in heaven: a huge
red dragon that had seven heads and ten horns, and on its
heads were seven diadem crowns. 4 Now the dragon’s tail
swept away a third of the stars in heaven and hurled them
to the earth. Then the dragon stood before the woman who
was about to give birth, so that he might devour her child as
soon as it was born. 5 So the woman gave birth to a son, a
male child, who is going to rule over all the nations with an
iron rod. Her child was suddenly caught up to God and to
his throne, 6 and she fled into the wilderness where a place
had been prepared for her by God, so she could be taken
care of for 1,260 days.



War in Heaven

12:7 Then war broke out in heaven: Michael and his angels
fought against the dragon, and the dragon and his angels fought
back. 8 But the dragon was not strong enough to prevail, so
there was no longer any place left in heaven for him and his
angels. 9 So that huge dragon - the ancient serpent, the one
called the devil and Satan, who deceives the whole world - was
thrown down to the earth, and his angels along with him. 10
Then | heard a loud voice in heaven saying,

“The salvation and the power

and the kingdom of our God,

and the ruling authority of his Christ, have now come,

because the accuser of our brothers and sisters,

the one who accuses them day and night before our God,

has been thrown down.

11 But they overcame him

by the blood of the Lamb

and by the word of their testimony,

and they did not love their lives so much that they were afraid to
die. 12 Therefore you heavens rejoice, and all who reside in
them! But woe to the earth and the sea because the devil has
come down to you!

He is filled with terrible anger,

for he knows that he only has a little time!”



12:13 Now when the dragon realized that he had been
thrown down to the earth, he pursued the woman who had
given birth to the male child. 14 But the woman was given
the two wings of a giant eagle so that she could fly out into
the wilderness, to the place God prepared for her, where
she is taken care of - away from the presence of the
serpent - for a time, times, and half a time. 15 Then the
serpent spouted water like a river out of his mouth after the
woman in an attempt to sweep her away by a flood, 16 but
the earth came to her rescue; the ground opened up and
swallowed the river that the dragon had spewed from his
mouth. 17 So the dragon became enraged at the woman
and went away to make war on the rest of her children,
those who keep God’s commandments and hold to the
testimony about Jesus. 18 And the dragon stood on the
sand of the seashore.



The Two Beasts

13:1 Then | saw a beast coming up out of the sea. It had
ten horns and seven heads, and on its horns were ten
diadem crowns, and on its heads a blasphemous name. 2
Now the beast that | saw was like a leopard, but its feet
were like a bear’s, and its mouth was like a lion’s mouth.
The dragon gave the beast his power, his throne, and great
authority to rule. 3 One of the beast’s heads appeared to
have been killed, but the lethal wound had been healed.
And the whole world followed the beast in amazement; 4
they worshiped the dragon because he had given ruling
authority to the beast, and they worshiped the beast t00,
saying: “Who is like the beast?” and “Who is able to make
war against him?”



13:5 The beast was given a mouth speaking proud words
and blasphemies, and he was permitted to exercise ruling
authority for forty-two months. 6 So the beast opened his
mouth to blaspheme against God - to blaspheme both his
name and his dwelling place, that is, those who dwell in
heaven. 7 The beast was permitted to go to war against the
saints and conquer them. He was given ruling authority
over every tribe, people, language, and nation, 8 and all
those who live on the earth will worship the beast, everyone
whose name has not been written since the foundation of
the world in the book of life belonging to the Lamb who was
killed. 9 If anyone has an ear, he had better listen!

10 If anyone is meant for captivity,

into captivity he will go.

If anyone is to be killed by the sword,
then by the sword he must be killed.

This requires steadfast endurance and faith from the saints.



13:11 Then | saw another beast coming up from the earth.
He had two horns like a lamb, but was speaking like a
dragon. 12 He exercised all the ruling authority of the first
beast on his behalf, and made the earth and those who
inhabit it worship the first beast, the one whose lethal
wound had been healed. 13 He performed momentous
signs, even making fire come down from heaven in front of
people 14 and, by the signs he was permitted to perform on
behalf of the beast, he deceived those who live on the
earth. He told those who live on the earth to make an
image to the beast who had been wounded by the sword,
but still lived.



13:15 The second beast was empowered to give life to the
image of the first beast so that it could speak, and could
cause all those who did not worship the image of the beast
to be killed. 16 He also caused everyone (small and great,
rich and poor, free and slave) to obtain a mark on their right
hand or on their forehead. 17 Thus no one was allowed to
buy or sell things unless he bore the mark of the beast -
that is, his name or his number. 18 This calls for wisdom:
Let the one who has insight calculate the beast’s number,
for it is man’s number, and his number is 666.



An Interlude: The Song of the 144,000

14:1 Then | looked, and here was the Lamb standing on
Mount Zion, and with him were one hundred and forty-four
thousand, who had his name and his Father’s name written
on their foreheads. 2 | also heard a sound coming out of
heaven like the sound of many waters and like the sound of
loud thunder. Now the sound | heard was like that made by
harpists playing their harps, 3 and they were singing a new
song before the throne and before the four living creatures
and the elders. No one was able to learn the song except
the one hundred and forty-four thousand who had been
redeemed from the earth.

4 These are the ones who have not defiled themselves with
women, for they are virgins. These are the ones who follow
the Lamb wherever he goes. These were redeemed from
humanity as firstfruits to God and to the Lamb, 5 and no lie
was found on their lips; they are blameless.



Three Angels and Three Messages

14:6 Then | saw another angel flying directly overhead, and
he had an eternal gospel to proclaim to those who live on
the earth - to every nation, tribe, language, and people. 7
He declared in a loud voice: “Fear God and give him glory,
because the hour of his judgment has arrived, and worship
the one who made heaven and earth, the sea and the
springs of water!”

8 A second angel followed the first, declaring: “Fallen, fallen
is Babylon the great city! She made all the nations drink of
the wine of her immoral passion.”



14:9 A third angel followed the first two, declaring in a loud
voice: “If anyone worships the beast and his image, and
takes the mark on his forenead or his hand, 10 that person
will also drink of the wine of God’s anger that has been
mixed undiluted in the cup of his wrath, and he will be
tortured with fire and sulfur in front of the holy angels and in
front of the Lamb. 11 And the smoke from their torture will
go up forever and ever, and those who worship the beast
and his image will have no rest day or night, along with
anyone who receives the mark of his name.” 12 This
requires the steadfast endurance of the saints - those who
obey God’s commandments and hold to their faith in Jesus.
13 Then | heard a voice from heaven say, “Write this:
‘Blessed are the dead,

those who die in the Lord from this moment on!”

“Yes,” says the Spirit, “so they can rest from their hard
work, because their deeds will follow them.”



14:14 Then | looked, and a white cloud appeared, and
seated on the cloud was one like a son of man! He had a
golden crown on his head and a sharp sickle in his hand.
15 Then another angel came out of the temple, shouting in
a loud voice to the one seated on the cloud, “Use your
sickle and start to reap, because the time to reap has
come, since the earth’s harvest is ripe!” 16 So the one
seated on the cloud swung his sickle over the earth, and
the earth was reaped.

17 Then another angel came out of the temple in heaven,
and he too had a sharp sickle. 18 Another angel, who was
in charge of the fire, came from the altar and called in a
loud voice to the angel who had the sharp sickle, “Use your
sharp sickle and gather the clusters of grapes off the vine of
the earth, because its grapes are now ripe.” 19 So the
angel swung his sickle over the earth and gathered the
grapes from the vineyard of the earth and tossed them into
the great winepress of the wrath of God. 20 Then the
winepress was stomped outside the city, and blood poured
out of the winepress up to the height of horses’ bridles for a
distance of almost two hundred miles.



The Great Prostitute and the Beast

17:1 Then one of the seven angels who had the seven
bowls came and spoke to me. “Come,” he said, “I will show
you the condemnation and punishment of the great
prostitute who sits on many waters, 2 with whom the kings
of the earth committed sexual immorality and the earth’s
inhabitants got drunk with the wine of her immorality.” 3 So
he carried me away in the Spirit to a wilderness, and there |
saw a woman sitting on a scarlet beast that was full of
blasphemous names and had seven heads and ten horns.
4 Now the woman was dressed in purple and scarlet
clothing, and adorned with gold, precious stones, and
pearls. She held in her hand a golden cup filled with
detestable things and unclean things from her sexual
immorality. 5 On her forehead was written a name, a
mystery: “Babylon the Great, the Mother of prostitutes and
of the detestable things of the earth.” 6 | saw that the
woman was drunk with the blood of the saints and the
blood of those who testified to Jesus. | was greatly
astounded when | saw her.



17.7 But the angel said to me, “Why are you astounded? |
will interpret for you the mystery of the woman and of the
beast with the seven heads and ten horns that carries her.
8 The beast you saw was, and is not, but is about to come
up from the abyss and then go to destruction. The
inhabitants of the earth - all those whose names have not
been written in the book of life since the foundation of the
world - will be astounded when they see that the beast was,
and is not, but is to come.



17:9 (This requires a mind that has wisdom.) The seven
heads are seven mountains the woman sits on. They are
also seven kings: 10 five have fallen; one is, and the other
has not yet come, but whenever he does come, he must
remain for only a brief time. 11 The beast that was, and is
not, is himself an eighth king and yet is one of the seven,
and is going to destruction. 12 The ten horns that you saw
are ten kings who have not yet received a kingdom, but will
receive ruling authority as kings with the beast for one hour.
13 These kings have a single intent, and they will give their
power and authority to the beast. 14 They will make war
with the Lamb, but the Lamb will conquer them, because he
is Lord of lords and King of kings, and those accompanying
the Lamb are the called, chosen, and faithful.”



17:15 Then the angel said to me, “The waters you saw
(where the prostitute is seated) are peoples, multitudes,
nations, and languages. 16 The ten horns that you saw,

and the beast - these will hate the prostitute and make her
desolate and naked. They will consume her flesh and burn
her up with fire. 17 For God has put into their minds to carry
out his purpose by making a decision to give their royal
power to the beast until the words of God are fulfilled. 18 As
for the woman you saw, she is the great city that has
sovereignty over the kings of the earth.”



19:1 After these things | heard what sounded like the loud voice of a vast
throng in heaven, saying, “Hallelujah! Salvation and glory and power
belong to our God, 2 because his judgments are true and just. For he has
judged the great prostitute who corrupted the earth with her sexual
immorality, and has avenged the blood of his servants poured out by her
own hands! 3 Then a second time the crowd shouted, “Hallelujah!” The
smoke rises from her forever and ever. 4 The twenty-four elders and the
four living creatures threw themselves to the ground and worshiped God,
who was seated on the throne, saying: “Amen! Hallelujah!” 5 Then a voice
came from the throne, saying: “Praise our God all you his servants, and all
you who fear Him, both the small and the great!”

The Wedding Celebration of the Lamb

6 Then | heard what sounded like the voice of a vast throng, like the roar
of many waters and like loud crashes of thunder. They were shouting:
“Hallelujah! For the Lord our God, the All-Powerful, reigns! 7 Let us rejoice
and exult

and give him glory, because the wedding celebration of the Lamb has
come, and his bride has made herself ready.

8 She was permitted to be dressed in bright, clean, fine linen” (for the fine
linen is the righteous deeds of the saints).

9 Then the angel said to me, “Write the following: Blessed are those who
are invited to the banquet at the wedding celebration of the Lamb!” He
also said to me, “These are the true words of God.” 10 So | threw myself
down at his feet to worship him, but he said, “Do not do this! | am only a
fellow servant with you and your brothers who hold to the testimony about
Jesus. Worship God, for the testimony about Jesus is the spirit of
prophecy.”



The Son of God Goes to War

19:11 Then | saw heaven opened and here came a white
horse! The one riding it was called “Faithful” and “True,”
and with justice he judges and goes to war. 12 His eyes are
like a fiery flame and there are many diadem crowns on his
head. He has a name written that no one knows except
himself. 13 He is dressed in clothing dipped in blood, and
he is called the Word of God. 14 The armies that are in
heaven, dressed in white, clean, fine linen, were following
him on white horses. 15 From his mouth extends a sharp
sword, so that with it he can strike the nations. He will rule
them with an iron rod, and he stomps the winepress of the
furious wrath of God, the All-Powerful. 16 He has a name
written on his clothing and on his thigh: “King of kings and
Lord of lords.”



19:17 Then | saw one angel standing in the sun, and he
shouted in a loud voice to all the birds flying high in the sky:

“Come, gather around for the great banquet of God,
18 to eat your fill of the flesh of kings,

the flesh of generals,

the flesh of powerful people,

the flesh of horses and those who ride them,

and the flesh of all people, both free and slave,

and small and great!”

19 Then | saw the beast and the kings of the earth and their
armies assembled to do battle with the one who rode the
horse and with his army. 20 Now the beast was seized, and
along with him the false prophet who had performed the
signs on his behalf - signs by which he deceived those who
had received the mark of the beast and those who
worshiped his image. Both of them were thrown alive into
the lake of fire burning with sulfur. 21 The others were killed
by the sword that extended from the mouth of the one who
rode the horse, and all the birds gorged themselves with
their flesh.



The Thousand Year Reign

20:1 Then | saw an angel descending from heaven, holding
in his hand the key to the abyss and a huge chain. 2 He
seized the dragon - the ancient serpent, who is the devil
and Satan - and tied him up for a thousand years. 3 The
angel then threw him into the abyss and locked and sealed
it so that he could not deceive the nations until the one
thousand years were finished. (After these things he must
be released for a brief period of time.)

4 Then | saw thrones and seated on them were those who
had been given authority to judge. | also saw the souls of
those who had been beheaded because of the testimony
about Jesus and because of the word of God. These had
not worshiped the beast or his image and had refused to
receive his mark on their forehead or hand. They came to
life and reigned with Christ for a thousand years. 5 (The
rest of the dead did not come to life until the thousand
years were finished.) This is the first resurrection. 6 Blessed
and holy is the one who takes part in the first resurrection.
The second death has no power over them, but they will be
priests of God and of Christ, and they will reign with him for
a thousand years.



Satan’s Final Defeat

20:7 Now when the thousand years are finished, Satan will
be released from his prison 8 and will go out to deceive the
nations at the four corners of the earth, Gog and Magog, to
bring them together for the battle. They are as numerous as
the grains of sand in the sea. 9 They went up on the broad
plain of the earth and encircled the camp of the saints and
the beloved city, but fire came down from heaven and
devoured them completely. 10 And the devil who deceived
them was thrown into the lake of fire and sulfur, where the
beast and the false prophet are too, and they will be
tormented there day and night forever and ever.



The Great White Throne

20:11 Then | saw a large white throne and the one who was
seated on it; the earth and the heaven fled from his
presence, and no place was found for them. 12 And | saw
the dead, the great and the small, standing before the
throne. Then books were opened, and another book was
opened - the book of life. So the dead were judged by what
was written in the books, according to their deeds. 13 The
sea gave up the dead that were in it, and Death and Hades
gave up the dead that were in them, and each one was
judged according to his deeds. 14 Then Death and Hades
were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death -
the lake of fire. 15 If anyone’s name was not found written
in the book of life, that person was thrown into the lake of
fire.



A New Heaven and a New Earth

21:1 Then | saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first
heaven and earth had ceased to exist, and the sea existed
no more. 2 And | saw the holy city - the new Jerusalem -
descending out of heaven from God, made ready like a
bride adorned for her husband. 3 And | heard a loud voice
from the throne saying: “Look! The residence of God is
among human beings. He will live among them, and they
will be his people, and God himself will be with them. 4 He
will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death will not
exist any more - or mourning, or crying, or pain, for the
former things have ceased to exist.”



21:5 And the one seated on the throne said: “Look! | am
making all things new!” Then he said to me, “Write it down,
because these words are reliable and true.” 6 He also said
to me, “It is done! | am the Alpha and the Omega, the
beginning and the end. To the one who is thirsty | will give
water free of charge from the spring of the water of life. 7
The one who conquers will inherit these things, and | will be
his God and he will be my son. 8 But to the cowards,
unbelievers, detestable persons, murderers, the sexually
immoral, and those who practice magic spells, idol
worshipers, and all those who lie, their place will be in the
lake that burns with fire and sulfur. That is the second
death.”



The New Jerusalem Descends

21:9 Then one of the seven angels who had the seven
bowls full of the seven final plagues came and spoke to me,
saying, “Come, | will show you the bride, the wife of the
Lamb!” 10 So he took me away in the Spirit to a huge,
majestic mountain and showed me the holy city, Jerusalem,
descending out of heaven from God. 11 The city possesses
the glory of God; its brilliance is like a precious jewel, like a
stone of crystal-clear jasper. 12 It has a massive, high wall
with twelve gates, with twelve angels at the gates, and the
names of the twelve tribes of the nation of Israel are written
on the gates. 13 There are three gates on the east side,
three gates on the north side, three gates on the south side
and three gates on the west side. 14 The wall of the city
has twelve foundations, and on them are the twelve names
of the twelve apostles of the Lamb.



21:15 The angel who spoke to me had a golden measuring
rod with which to measure the city and its foundation
stones and wall. 16 Now the city is laid out as a square, its
length and width the same. He measured the city with the
measuring rod at fourteen hundred miles (its length and
width and height are equal). 17 He also measured its wall,
one hundred forty-four cubits according to human
measurement, which is also the angel’s. 18 The city’s wall
is made of jasper and the city is pure gold, like transparent
glass. 19 The foundations of the city’s wall are decorated
with every kind of precious stone. The first foundation is
jasper, the second sapphire, the third agate, the fourth
emerald, 20 the fifth onyx, the sixth carnelian, the seventh
chrysolite, the eighth beryl, the ninth topaz, the tenth
chrysoprase, the eleventh jacinth, and the twelfth amethyst.
21 And the twelve gates are twelve pearls - each one of the
gates is made from just one pearl! The main street of the
City is pure gold, like transparent glass.



21:22 Now | saw no temple in the city, because the Lord
God - the All-Powerful - and the Lamb are its temple. 23
The city does not need the sun or the moon to shine on it,
because the glory of God lights it up, and its lamp is the
Lamb. 24 The nations will walk by its light and the kings of
the earth will bring their grandeur into it. 25 Its gates will
never be closed during the day (and there will be no night
there). 26 They will bring the grandeur and the wealth of the
nations into it, 27 but nothing ritually unclean will ever enter
into it, nor anyone who does what is detestable or practices
falsehood, but only those whose names are written in the
Lamb’s book of life.






1Jo 2:1-29

(My little children, | am writing these things to you so that you may not sin.) But if
anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous
One, and he himself is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for our sins
but also for the whole world.

Keeping God’s Commandments

Now by this we know that we have come to know God: if we keep his
commandments. The one who says “l have come to know God” and yet does not
keep his commandments is a liar, and the truth is not in such a person. But
whoever obeys his word, truly in this person the love of God has been perfected.
By this we know that we are in him. The one who says he resides in God ought
himself to walk just as Jesus walked.

Dear friends, | am not writing a new commandment to you, but an old
commandment which you have had from the beginning. The old commandment is
the word that you have already heard. On the other hand, | am writing a new
commandment to you which is true in him and in you, because the darkness is
passing away and the true light is already shining. The one who says he is in the
light but still hates his fellow Christian is still in the darkness. The one who loves
his fellow Christian resides in the light, and there is no cause for stumbling in him.
But the one who hates his fellow Christian is in the darkness, walks in the
darkness, and does not know where he is going, because the darkness has
blinded his eyes.

Words of Reassurance

| am writing to you, little children, that your sins have been forgiven because of his
name. | am writing to you, fathers, that you have known him who has been from
the beginning. | am writing to you, young people, that you have conquered the evil
one. | have written to you, children, that you have known the Father. | have written
to you, fathers, that you have known him who has been from the beginning. | have
written to you, young people, that you are strong, and the word of God resides in
you, and you have conquered the evil one.



Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love
of the Father is not in him, because all that is in the world (the desire of the flesh
and the desire of the eyes and the arrogance produced by material possessions) is
not from the Father, but is from the world. And the world is passing away with all
its desires, but the person who does the will of God remains forever.

Warning About False Teachers

Children, it is the last hour, and just as you heard that the antichrist is coming, so
now many antichrists have appeared. We know from this that it is the last hour.
They went out from us, but they did not really belong to us, because if they had
belonged to us, they would have remained with us. But they went out from us to
demonstrate that all of them do not belong to us.

Nevertheless you have an anointing from the Holy One, and you all know. | have
not written to you that you do not know the truth, but that you do know it, and that
no lie is of the truth. Who is the liar but the person who denies that Jesus is the
Christ? This one is the antichrist: the person who denies the Father and the Son.
Everyone who denies the Son does not have the Father either. The person who
confesses the Son has the Father also.

As for you, what you have heard from the beginning must remain in you. If what
you heard from the beginning remains in you, you also will remain in the Son and in
the Father. Now this is the promise that he himself made to us: eternal life. These
things | have written to you about those who are trying to deceive you.

Now as for you, the anointing that you received from him resides in you, and you
have no need for anyone to teach you. But as his anointing teaches you about all
things, it is true and is not a lie. Just as it has taught you, you reside in him.

Children of God

And now, little children, remain in him, so that when he appears we may have
confidence and not shrink away from him in shame when he comes back. If you
know that he is righteous, you also know that everyone who practices
righteousness has been fathered by him.



1Jo 4:1-21

Testing the Spirits

Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to determine if they are
from God, because many false prophets have gone out into the world. By this you
know the Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesses Jesus as the Christ who has
come in the flesh is from God, but every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not
from God, and this is the spirit of the antichrist, which you have heard is coming,
and now is already in the world.

You are from God, little children, and have conquered them, because the one who
is in you is greater than the one who is in the world. They are from the world;
therefore they speak from the world’s perspective and the world listens to them.
We are from God; the person who knows God listens to us, but whoever is not
from God does not listen to us. By this we know the Spirit of truth and the spirit of
deceit.

God is Love

Dear friends, let us love one another, because love is from God, and everyone who
loves has been fathered by God and knows God. The person who does not love
does not know God, because God is love. By this the love of God is revealed in us:
that God has sent his one and only Son into the world so that we may live through
him. In this is love: not that we have loved God, but that he loved us and sent his
Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins.

Dear friends, if God so loved us, then we also ought to love one another. No one
has seen God at any time. If we love one another, God resides in us, and his love is
perfected in us. By this we know that we reside in God and he in us: in that he has
given us of his Spirit. And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent the
Son to be the Savior of the world.

If anyone confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God resides in him and he in
God. And we have come to know and to believe the love that God has in us. God
is love, and the one who resides in love resides in God, and God resides in him. By
this love is perfected with us, so that we may have confidence in the day of
judgment, because just as Jesus is, so also are we in this world. There is no fear in



love, but perfect love drives out fear, because fear has to do with punishment. The
one who fears punishment has not been perfected in love. We love because he
loved us first.

If anyone says “I love God” and yet hates his fellow Christian, he is a liar, because
the one who does not love his fellow Christian whom he has seen cannot love God
whom he has not seen. And the commandment we have from him is this: that the
one who loves God should love his fellow Christian too.

2Jo 1:1-13

Introduction and Thanksgiving

From the elder, to an elect lady and her children, whom | love in truth (and not |
alone, but also all those who know the truth), because of the truth that resides in
us and will be with us forever. Grace, mercy, and peace will be with us from God
the Father and from Jesus Christ the Son of the Father, in truth and love.

| rejoiced greatly because | have found some of your children living according to
the truth, just as the Father commanded us.

Warning Against False Teachers

But now | ask you, lady (not as if | were writing a new commandment to you, but
the one we have had from the beginning), that we love one another. (Now this is
love: that we walk according to his commandments.) This is the commandment,
just as you have heard from the beginning; thus you should walk in it. For many
deceivers have gone out into the world, people who do not confess Jesus as
Christ coming in the flesh. This person is the deceiver and the antichrist! Watch
out, so that you do not lose the things we have worked for, but receive a full
reward.

Everyone who goes on ahead and does not remain in the teaching of Christ does
not have God. The one who remains in this teaching has both the Father and the
Son. If anyone comes to you and does not bring this teaching, do not receive him
into your house and do not give him any greeting, because the person who gives
him a greeting shares in his evil deeds.



Conclusion

Though | have many other things to write to you, | do not want to do so with paper
and ink, but | hope to come visit you and speak face to face, so that our joy may
be complete.

The children of your elect sister greet you.

Eph 2:1-10

New Life Individually

And although you were dead in your transgressions and sins, in which you
formerly lived according to this world’s present path, according to the ruler of the
kingdom of the air, the ruler of the spirit that is now energizing the sons of
disobedience, among whom all of us also formerly lived out our lives in the
cravings of our flesh, indulging the desires of the flesh and the mind, and were by
nature children of wrath even as the rest

But God, being rich in mercy, because of his great love with which he loved us,
even though we were dead in transgressions, made us alive together with Christ -
by grace you are saved! - and he raised us up with him and seated us with him in
the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, to demonstrate in the coming ages the
surpassing wealth of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. For by grace
you are saved through faith, and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God; it
is not from works, so that no one can boast. For we are his workmanship, having
been created in Christ Jesus for good works that God prepared beforehand so we
may do them.

Eph 6:10-20

Exhortations for Spiritual Warfare

Finally, be strengthened in the Lord and in the strength of his power. Clothe
yourselves with the full armor of God so that you may be able to stand against the
schemes of the devil. For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against
the rulers, against the powers, against the world rulers of this darkness, against
the spiritual forces of evil in the heavens. For this reason, take up the full armor of
God so that you may be able to stand your ground on the evil day, and having



done everything, to stand. Stand firm therefore, by fastening the belt of truth
around your waist, by putting on the breastplate of righteousness, by fitting your
feet with the preparation that comes from the good news of peace, and in all of
this, by taking up the shield of faith with which you can extinguish all the flaming
arrows of the evil one. And take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit,
which is the word of God. With every prayer and petition, pray at all times in the
Spirit, and to this end be alert, with all perseverance and requests for all the saints.
Pray for me also, that | may be given the message when | begin to speak - that |
may confidently make known the mystery of the gospel, for which | am an
ambassador in chains. Pray that | may be able to speak boldly as | ought to speak.

2Th 2:1-17

The Day of the Lord

Now regarding the arrival of our Lord Jesus Christ and our being gathered to be
with him, we ask you, brothers and sisters, not to be easily shaken from your
composure or disturbed by any kind of spirit or message or letter allegedly from
us, to the effect that the day of the Lord is already here. Let no one deceive you in
any way. For that day will not arrive until the rebellion comes and the man of
lawlessness is revealed, the son of destruction. He opposes and exalts himself
above every so-called god or object of worship, and as a result he takes his seat in
God’s temple, displaying himself as God. Surely you recall that | used to tell you
these things while | was still with you. And so you know what holds him back, so
that he will be revealed in his own time. For the hidden power of lawlessness is
already at work. However, the one who holds him back will do so until he is taken
out of the way, and then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord will
destroy by the breath of his mouth and wipe out by the manifestation of his arrival.
The arrival of the lawless one will be by Satan’s working with all kinds of miracles
and signs and false wonders, and with every kind of evil deception directed
against those who are perishing, because they found no place in their hearts for
the truth so as to be saved. Consequently God sends on them a deluding
influence so that they will believe what is false. And so all of them who have not
believed the truth but have delighted in evil will be condemned.



Call to Stand Firm

But we ought to thank God always for you, brothers and sisters loved by the Lord,
because God chose you from the beginning for salvation through sanctification by
the Spirit and faith in the truth. He called you to this salvation through our gospel,
so that you may possess the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore, brothers
and sisters, stand firm and hold on to the traditions that we taught you, whether by
speech or by letter. Now may our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father,
who loved us and by grace gave us eternal comfort and good hope, encourage
your hearts and strengthen you in every good thing you do or say.

Mat 24:1-51

The Destruction of the Temple

Now as Jesus was going out of the temple courts and walking away, his disciples
came to show him the temple buildings. And he said to them, “Do you see all
these things? | tell you the truth, not one stone will be left on another. All will be
torn down!”

Signs of the End of the Age

As he was sitting on the Mount of Olives, his disciples came to him privately and
said, “Tell us, when will these things happen? And what will be the sign of your
coming and of the end of the age?” Jesus answered them, “Watch out that no one
misleads you. For many will come in my name, saying, ‘l am the Christ,” and they
will mislead many. You will hear of wars and rumors of wars. Make sure that you
are not alarmed, for this must happen, but the end is still to come. For nation will
rise up in arms against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. And there will be
famines and earthquakes in various places. All these things are the beginning of
birth pains.

Persecution of Disciples
“Then they will hand you over to be persecuted and will kill you. You will be hated
by all the nations because of my name. Then many will be led into sin, and they



will betray one another and hate one another. And many false prophets will appear
and deceive many, and because lawlessness will increase so much, the love of
many will grow cold. But the person who endures to the end will be saved. And
this gospel of the kingdom will be preached throughout the whole inhabited earth
as a testimony to all the nations, and then the end will come.

The Abomination of Desolation

“So when you see the abomination of desolation - spoken about by Daniel the
prophet - standing in the holy place (let the reader understand), then those in
Judea must flee to the mountains. The one on the roof must not come down to
take anything out of his house, and the one in the field must not turn back to get
his cloak. Woe to those who are pregnant and to those who are nursing their
babies in those days! Pray that your flight may not be in winter or on a Sabbath.
For then there will be great suffering unlike anything that has happened from the
beginning of the world until now, or ever will happen. And if those days had not
been cut short, no one would be saved. But for the sake of the elect those days
will be cut short. Then if anyone says to you, ‘Look, here is the Christ!’ or ‘There he
is!’ do not believe him. For false messiahs and false prophets will appear and
perform great signs and wonders to deceive, if possible, even the elect.
Remember, | have told you ahead of time. So then, if someone says to you, ‘Look,
he is in the wilderness,” do not go out, or ‘Look, he is in the inner rooms,’ do not
believe him. For just like the lightning comes from the east and flashes to the west,
so the coming of the Son of Man will be. Wherever the corpse is, there the vultures
will gather.

The Arrival of the Son of Man

“Immediately after the suffering of those days, the sun will be darkened, and the
moon will not give its light; the stars will fall from heaven, and the powers of
heaven will be shaken. Then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in heaven, and
all the tribes of the earth will mourn. They will see the Son of Man arriving on the
clouds of heaven with power and great glory. And he will send his angels with a



loud trumpet blast, and they will gather his elect from the four winds, from one end
of heaven to the other.

The Parable of the Fig Tree

“Learn this parable from the fig tree: Whenever its branch becomes tender and
puts out its leaves, you know that summer is near. So also you, when you see all
these things, know that he is near, right at the door. | tell you the truth, this
generation will not pass away until all these things take place. Heaven and earth
will pass away, but my words will never pass away.

Be Ready!

“But as for that day and hour no one knows it - not even the angels in heaven -
except the Father alone. For just like the days of Noah were, so the coming of the
Son of Man will be. For in those days before the flood, people were eating and
drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark. And
they knew nothing until the flood came and took them all away. It will be the same
at the coming of the Son of Man. Then there will be two men in the field; one will
be taken and one left. There will be two women grinding grain with a mill; one will
be taken and one left.

“Therefore stay alert, because you do not know on what day your Lord will come.
But understand this: If the owner of the house had known at what time of night the
thief was coming, he would have been alert and would not have let his house be
broken into. Therefore you also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come
at an hour when you do not expect him.

The Faithful and Wise Slave

“Who then is the faithful and wise slave, whom the master has put in charge of his
household, to give the other slaves their food at the proper time? Blessed is that
slave whom the master finds at work when he comes. | tell you the truth, the
master will put him in charge of all his possessions. But if that evil slave should say
to himself, ‘My master is staying away a long time,’ and he begins to beat his
fellow slaves and to eat and drink with drunkards, then the master of that slave will



come on a day when he does not expect him and at an hour he does not foresee,
and will cut him in two, and assign him a place with the hypocrites, where there
will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

Mar 13:1-37

The Destruction of the Temple

Now as Jesus was going out of the temple courts, one of his disciples said to him,
“Teacher, look at these tremendous stones and buildings!” Jesus said to him, “Do
you see these great buildings? Not one stone will be left on another. All will be torn
down!”

Signs of the End of the Age

So while he was sitting on the Mount of Olives opposite the temple, Peter, James,
John, and Andrew asked him privately, “Tell us, when will these things happen?
And what will be the sign that all these things are about to take place?” Jesus
began to say to them, “Watch out that no one misleads you. Many will come in my
name, saying, ‘1 am he,” and they will mislead many. When you hear of wars and
rumors of wars, do not be alarmed. These things must happen, but the end is still
to come. For nation will rise up in arms against nation, and kingdom against
kingdom. There will be earthquakes in various places, and there will be famines.
These are but the beginning of birth pains.

Persecution of Disciples

“You must watch out for yourselves. You will be handed over to councils and
beaten in the synagogues. You will stand before governors and kings because of
me, as a witness to them. First the gospel must be preached to all nations. When
they arrest you and hand you over for trial, do not worry about what to speak. But
say whatever is given you at that time, for it is not you speaking, but the Holy
Spirit. Brother will hand over brother to death, and a father his child. Children will
rise against parents and have them put to death. You will be hated by everyone
because of my name. But the one who endures to the end will be saved.



The Abomination of Desolation

“But when you see the abomination of desolation standing where it should not be
(let the reader understand), then those in Judea must flee to the mountains. The
one on the roof must not come down or go inside to take anything out of his
house. The one in the field must not turn back to get his cloak. Woe to those who
are pregnant and to those who are nursing their babies in those days! Pray that it
may not be in winter. For in those days there will be suffering unlike anything that
has happened from the beginning of the creation that God created until now, or
ever will happen. And if the Lord had not cut short those days, no one would be
saved. But because of the elect, whom he chose, he has cut them short. Then if
anyone says to you, ‘Look, here is the Christ!’ or ‘Look, there he is!’ do not believe
him. For false messiahs and false prophets will appear and perform signs and
wonders to deceive, if possible, the elect. Be careful! | have told you everything
ahead of time.

The Arrival of the Son of Man

“But in those days, after that suffering, the sun will be darkened and the moon will
not give its light; the stars will be falling from heaven, and the powers in the
heavens will be shaken. Then everyone will see the Son of Man arriving in the
clouds with great power and glory. Then he will send angels and they will gather
his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven.

The Parable of the Fig Tree

“Learn this parable from the fig tree: Whenever its branch becomes tender and
puts out its leaves, you know that summer is near. So also you, when you see
these things happening, know that he is near, right at the door. | tell you the truth,
this generation will not pass away until all these things take place. Heaven and
earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away.

Be Ready!

“But as for that day or hour no one knows it - neither the angels in heaven, nor the
Son - except the Father. Watch out! Stay alert! For you do not know when the time
will come. It is like a man going on a journey. He left his house and put his slaves



in charge, assigning to each his work, and commanded the doorkeeper to stay
alert. Stay alert, then, because you do not know when the owner of the house will
return - whether during evening, at midnight, when the rooster crows, or at dawn -
or else he might find you asleep when he returns suddenly. What | say to you | say
to everyone: Stay alert!”

Dan 7:1-28

Daniel has a Vision of Four Animals Coming up from the Sea

In the first year of King Belshazzar of Babylon, Daniel had a dream filled with
visions while he was lying on his bed. Then he wrote down the dream in summary
fashion. Daniel explained: “l was watching in my vision during the night as the four
winds of the sky were stirring up the great sea. Then four large beasts came up
from the sea; they were different from one another.

“The first one was like a lion with eagles’ wings. As | watched, its wings were
pulled off and it was lifted up from the ground. It was made to stand on two feet
like a human being, and a human mind was given to it.

“Then a second beast appeared, like a bear. It was raised up on one side, and
there were three ribs in its mouth between its teeth. It was told, ‘Get up and devour
much flesh!’

“After these things, as | was watching, another beast like a leopard appeared, with
four bird-like wings on its back. This beast had four heads, and ruling authority
was given to it.

“After these things, as | was watching in the night visions a fourth beast appeared
- one dreadful, terrible, and very strong. It had two large rows of iron teeth. It
devoured and crushed, and anything that was left it trampled with its feet. It was
different from all the beasts that came before it, and it had ten horns.

“As | was contemplating the horns, another horn - a small one - came up between
them, and three of the former horns were torn out by the roots to make room for it.
This horn had eyes resembling human eyes and a mouth speaking arrogant things.

“While | was watching,
thrones were set up,
and the Ancient of Days took his seat.



His attire was white like snow;

the hair of his head was like lamb’s wool.

His throne was ablaze with fire

and its wheels were all aflame.

A river of fire was streaming forth

and proceeding from his presence.

Many thousands were ministering to him;

Many tens of thousands stood ready to serve him.
The court convened

and the books were opened.

“Then | kept on watching because of the arrogant words of the horn that was
speaking. | was watching until the beast was killed and its body destroyed and
thrown into the flaming fire. As for the rest of the beasts, their ruling authority had
already been removed, though they were permitted to go on living for a time and a
season. | was watching in the night visions,

“And with the clouds of the sky

one like a son of man was approaching.

He went up to the Ancient of Days

and was escorted before him.

To him was given ruling authority, honor, and sovereignty.
All peoples, nations, and language groups were serving him.
His authority is eternal and will not pass away.

His kingdom will not be destroyed.

An Angel Interprets Daniel’s Vision

“As for me, Daniel, my spirit was distressed, and the visions of my mind were
alarming me. | approached one of those standing nearby and asked him about the
meaning of all this. So he spoke with me and revealed to me the interpretation of
the vision: ‘These large beasts, which are four in number, represent four kings who



will arise from the earth. The holy ones of the Most High will receive the kingdom
and will take possession of the kingdom forever and ever.’

“Then | wanted to know the meaning of the fourth beast, which was different from
all the others. It was very dreadful, with two rows of iron teeth and bronze claws,
and it devoured, crushed, and trampled anything that was left with its feet. | also
wanted to know the meaning of the ten horns on its head, and of that other horn
which came up and before which three others fell. This was the horn that had eyes
and a mouth speaking arrogant things, whose appearance was more formidable
than the others. While | was watching, that horn began to wage war against the
holy ones and was defeating them, until the Ancient of Days arrived and judgment
was rendered in favor of the holy ones of the Most High. Then the time came for
the holy ones to take possession of the kingdom.

“This is what he told me:

‘The fourth beast means that there will be a fourth kingdom on earth
that will differ from all the other kingdoms.

It will devour all the earth

and will trample and crush it.

The ten horns

mean that ten kings will arise from that kingdom.

Another king will arise after them,

but he will be different from the earlier ones.

He will humiliate three kings.

He will speak words against the Most High.

He will harass the holy ones of the Most High continually.

His intention will be to change times established by law.

They will be delivered into his hand

For a time, times, and half a time.

But the court will convene, and his ruling authority will be removed -
destroyed and abolished forever!

Then the kingdom, authority,

and greatness of the kingdoms under all of heaven

will be delivered to the people of the holy ones of the Most High.



His kingdom is an eternal kingdom;
all authorities will serve him and obey him.’

“This is the conclusion of the matter. As for me, Daniel, my thoughts troubled me
greatly, and the color drained from my face. But | kept the matter to myself.”

Dan 8:1-27

Daniel Has a Vision of a Goat and a Ram

In the third year of King Belshazzar’s reign, a vision appeared to me, Daniel, after
the one that had appeared to me previously. In this vision | saw myself in Susa the
citadel, which is located in the province of Elam. In the vision | saw myself at the
Ulai Canal. | looked up and saw a ram with two horns standing at the canal. Its two
horns were both long, but one was longer than the other. The longer one was
coming up after the shorter one. | saw that the ram was butting westward,
northward, and southward. No animal was able to stand before it, and there was
none who could deliver from its power. It did as it pleased and acted arrogantly.
While | was contemplating all this, a male goat was coming from the west over the
surface of all the land without touching the ground. This goat had a conspicuous
horn between its eyes. It came to the two-horned ram that | had seen standing
beside the canal and rushed against it with raging strength. | saw it approaching
the ram. It went into a fit of rage against the ram and struck it and broke off its two
horns. The ram had no ability to resist it. The goat hurled the ram to the ground
and trampled it. No one could deliver the ram from its power. The male goat acted
even more arrogantly. But no sooner had the large horn become strong than it was
broken, and there arose four conspicuous horns in its place, extending toward the
four winds of the sky.

From one of them came a small horn. But it grew to be very big, toward the south
and the east and toward the beautiful land. It grew so big it reached the army of
heaven, and it brought about the fall of some of the army and some of the stars to
the ground, where it trampled them. It also acted arrogantly against the Prince of
the army, from whom the daily sacrifice was removed and whose sanctuary was



thrown down. The army was given over, along with the daily sacrifice, in the course
of his sinful rebellion. It hurled truth to the ground and enjoyed success.

Then | heard a holy one speaking. Another holy one said to the one who was
speaking, “To what period of time does the vision pertain - this vision concerning
the daily sacrifice and the destructive act of rebellion and the giving over of both
the sanctuary and army to be trampled?” He said to me, “To 2,300 evenings and
mornings; then the sanctuary will be put right again.”

An Angel Interprets Daniel’s Vision

While I, Daniel, was watching the vision, | sought to understand it. Now one who
appeared to be a man was standing before me. Then | heard a human voice
coming from between the banks of the Ulai. It called out, “Gabriel, enable this
person to understand the vision.” So he approached the place where | was
standing. As he came, | felt terrified and fell flat on the ground. Then he said to me,
“Understand, son of man, that the vision pertains to the time of the end.” As he
spoke with me, | fell into a trance with my face to the ground. But he touched me
and stood me upright.

Then he said, “l am going to inform you about what will happen in the latter time of
wrath, for the vision pertains to the appointed time of the end. The ram that you
saw with the two horns stands for the kings of Media and Persia. The male goat is
the king of Greece, and the large horn between its eyes is the first king. The horn
that was broken and in whose place there arose four others stands for four
kingdoms that will arise from his nation, though they will not have his strength.
Toward the end of their rule, when rebellious acts are complete, a rash and
deceitful king will arise. His power will be great, but it will not be by his strength
alone. He will cause terrible destruction. He will be successful in what he
undertakes. He will destroy powerful people and the people of the holy ones. By
his treachery he will succeed through deceit. He will have an arrogant attitude, and
he will destroy many who are unaware of his schemes. He will rise up against the
Prince of princes, yet he will be broken apart - but not by human agency. The
vision of the evenings and mornings that was told to you is correct. But you should
seal up the vision, for it refers to a time many days from now.”



I, Daniel, was exhausted and sick for days. Then | got up and again carried out the
king’s business. But | was astonished at the vision, and there was no one to
explain it.

Dan 9:1-27

Daniel Prays for His People

In the first year of Darius son of Ahasuerus, who was of Median descent and who
had been appointed king over the Babylonian empire - in the first year of his reign
I, Daniel, came to understand from the sacred books that, according to the word of
the LORD disclosed to the prophet Jeremiah, the years for the fulfilling of the
desolation of Jerusalem were seventy in number. So | turned my attention to the
Lord God to implore him by prayer and requests, with fasting, sackcloth, and
ashes. | prayed to the LORD my God, confessing in this way:

“O Lord, great and awesome God who is faithful to his covenant with those who
love him and keep his commandments, we have sinned! We have done what is
wrong and wicked; we have rebelled by turning away from your commandments
and standards. We have not paid attention to your servants the prophets, who
spoke by your authority to our kings, our leaders, and our ancestors, and to all the
inhabitants of the land as well.

“You are righteous, O Lord, but we are humiliated this day - the people of Judah
and the inhabitants of Jerusalem and all Israel, both near and far away in all the
countries in which you have scattered them, because they have behaved
unfaithfully toward you. O LORD, we have been humiliated - our kings, our leaders,
and our ancestors - because we have sinned against you. Yet the Lord our God is
compassionate and forgiving, even though we have rebelled against him. We have
not obeyed the LORD our God by living according to his laws that he set before us
through his servants the prophets.

“All Israel has broken your law and turned away by not obeying you. Therefore you
have poured out on us the judgment solemnly threatened in the law of Moses the
servant of God, for we have sinned against you. He has carried out his threats
against us and our rulers who were over us by bringing great calamity on us - what
has happened to Jerusalem has never been equaled under all heaven! Just as it is



written in the law of Moses, so all this calamity has come on us. Still we have not
tried to pacify the LORD our God by turning back from our sin and by seeking
wisdom from your reliable moral standards. The LORD was mindful of the calamity,
and he brought it on us. For the LORD our God is just in all he has done, and we
have not obeyed him.

“Now, O Lord our God, who brought your people out of the land of Egypt with
great power and made a name for yourself that is remembered to this day - we
have sinned and behaved wickedly. O Lord, according to all your justice, please
turn your raging anger away from your city Jerusalem, your holy mountain. For due
to our sins and the iniquities of our ancestors, Jerusalem and your people are
mocked by all our neighbors.

“So now, our God, accept the prayer and requests of your servant, and show favor
to your devastated sanctuary for your own sake. Listen attentively, my God, and
hear! Open your eyes and look on our desolated ruins and the city called by your
name. For it is not because of our own righteous deeds that we are praying to you,
but because your compassion is abundant. O Lord, hear! O Lord, forgive! O Lord,
pay attention, and act! Don't delay, for your own sake, O my God! For your city and
your people are called by your name.”

Gabriel Gives to Daniel a Prophecy of Seventy Weeks

While | was still speaking and praying, confessing my sin and the sin of my people
Israel and presenting my request before the LORD my God concerning his holy
mountain - yes, while | was still praying, the man Gabriel, whom | had seen
previously in a vision, was approaching me in my state of extreme weariness,
around the time of the evening offering. He spoke with me, instructing me as
follows: “Daniel, | have now come to impart understanding to you. At the
beginning of your requests a message went out, and | have come to convey it to
you, for you are of great value in God’s sight. Therefore consider the message and
understand the vision:

“Seventy weeks have been determined
concerning your people and your holy city



to put an end to rebellion,

to bring sin to completion,

to atone for iniquity,

to bring in perpetual righteousness,

to seal up the prophetic vision,

and to anoint a most holy place.

So know and understand:

From the issuing of the command to restore and rebuild
Jerusalem until an anointed one, a prince arrives,

there will be a period of seven weeks and sixty-two weeks.
It will again be built, with plaza and moat,

but in distressful times.

Now after the sixty-two weeks,

an anointed one will be cut off and have nothing.

As for the city and the sanctuary,

the people of the coming prince will destroy them.

But his end will come speedily like a flood.

Until the end of the war that has been decreed

there will be destruction.

He will confirm a covenant with many for one week.

But in the middle of that week

he will bring sacrifices and offerings to a halt.

On the wing of abominations will come one who destroys,
until the decreed end is poured out on the one who destroys.”

Dan 10:1-20

An Angel Appears to Daniel

In the third year of King Cyrus of Persia a message was revealed to Daniel (who
was also called Belteshazzar). This message was true and concerned a great war.
He understood the message and gained insight by the vision.



In those days |, Daniel, was mourning for three whole weeks. | ate no choice food;
no meat or wine came to my lips, nor did | anoint myself with oil until the end of
those three weeks.

On the twenty-fourth day of the first month | was beside the great river, the Tigris. |
looked up and saw a man clothed in linen; around his waist was a belt made of
gold from Upaz. His body resembled yellow jasper, and his face had an
appearance like lightning. His eyes were like blazing torches; his arms and feet had
the gleam of polished bronze. His voice thundered forth like the sound of a large
crowd.

Only I, Daniel, saw the vision; the men who were with me did not see it. On the
contrary, they were overcome with fright and ran away to hide. | alone was left to
see this great vision. My strength drained from me, and my vigor disappeared; |
was without energy. | listened to his voice, and as | did so | fell into a trance-like
sleep with my face to the ground. Then a hand touched me and set me on my
hands and knees. He said to me, “Daniel, you are of great value. Understand the
words that | am about to speak to you. So stand up, for | have now been sent to
you.” When he said this to me, | stood up shaking. Then he said to me, “Don’t be
afraid, Daniel, for from the very first day you applied your mind to understand and
to humble yourself before your God, your words were heard. | have come in
response to your words. However, the prince of the kingdom of Persia was
opposing me for twenty-one days. But Michael, one of the leading princes, came
to help me, because | was left there with the kings of Persia. Now | have come to
help you understand what will happen to your people in the latter days, for the
vision pertains to future days.”

While he was saying this to me, | was flat on the ground and unable to speak. Then
one who appeared to be a human being was touching my lips. | opened my mouth
and started to speak, saying to the one who was standing before me, “Sir, due to
the vision, anxiety has gripped me and | have no strength. How, sir, am | able to
speak with you? My strength is gone, and | am breathless.” Then the one who
appeared to be a human being touched me again and strengthened me. He said to
me, “Don’t be afraid, you who are valued. Peace be to you! Be strong! Be really
strong!” When he spoke to me, | was strengthened. | said, “Sir, you may speak
now, for you have given me strength.” He said, “Do you know why | have come to



you? Now | am about to return to engage in battle with the prince of Persia. When |
go, the prince of Greece is coming. However, | will first tell you what is written in a
dependable book. (There is no one who strengthens me against these princes,
except Michael your prince.

Dan 11:1-45
And in the first year of Darius the Mede, | stood to strengthen him and to provide
protection for him.) Now | will tell you the truth.

The Angel Gives a Message to Daniel

“Three more kings will arise for Persia. Then a fourth king will be unusually rich,
more so than all who preceded him. When he has amassed power through his
riches, he will stir up everyone against the kingdom of Greece. Then a powerful
king will arise, exercising great authority and doing as he pleases. Shortly after his
rise to power, his kingdom will be broken up and distributed toward the four winds
of the sky - but not to his posterity or with the authority he exercised, for his
kingdom will be uprooted and distributed to others besides these.

“Then the king of the south and one of his subordinates will grow strong. His
subordinate will resist him and will rule a kingdom greater than his. After some
years have passed, they will form an alliance. Then the daughter of the king of the
south will come to the king of the north to make an agreement, but she will not
retain her power, nor will he continue in his strength. She, together with the one
who brought her, her child, and her benefactor will all be delivered over at that
time.

“There will arise in his place one from her family line who will come against their
army and will enter the stronghold of the king of the north and will move against
them successfully. He will also take their gods into captivity to Egypt, along with
their cast images and prized utensils of silver and gold. Then he will withdraw for
some years from the king of the north. Then the king of the north will advance
against the empire of the king of the south, but will withdraw to his own land. His
sons will wage war, mustering a large army which will advance like an overflowing
river and carrying the battle all the way to the enemy’s fortress.



“Then the king of the south will be enraged and will march out to fight against the
king of the north, who will also muster a large army, but that army will be delivered
into his hand. When the army is taken away, the king of the south will become
arrogant. He will be responsible for the death of thousands and thousands of
people, but he will not continue to prevail. For the king of the north will again
muster an army, one larger than before. At the end of some years he will advance
with a huge army and enormous supplies.

“In those times many will oppose the king of the south. Those who are violent
among your own people will rise up in confirmation of the vision, but they will
falter. Then the king of the north will advance and will build siege mounds and
capture a well-fortified city. The forces of the south will not prevail, not even his
finest contingents. They will have no strength to prevail. The one advancing
against him will do as he pleases, and no one will be able to stand before him. He
will prevail in the beautiful land, and its annihilation will be within his power. His
intention will be to come with the strength of his entire kingdom, and he will form
alliances. He will give the king of the south a daughter in marriage in order to
destroy the kingdom, but it will not turn out to his advantage. Then he will turn his
attention to the coastal regions and will capture many of them. But a commander
will bring his shameful conduct to a halt; in addition, he will make him pay for his
shameful conduct. He will then turn his attention to the fortresses of his own land,
but he will stumble and fall, not to be found again. There will arise after him one
who will send out an exactor of tribute to enhance the splendor of the kingdom,
but after a few days he will be destroyed, though not in anger or battle.

“Then there will arise in his place a despicable person to whom the royal honor has
not been rightfully conferred. He will come on the scene in a time of prosperity and
will seize the kingdom through deceit. Armies will be suddenly swept away in
defeat before him; both they and a covenant leader will be destroyed. After
entering into an alliance with him, he will behave treacherously; he will ascend to
power with only a small force. In a time of prosperity for the most productive areas
of the province he will come and accomplish what neither his fathers nor their
fathers accomplished. He will distribute loot, spoils, and property to his followers,
and he will devise plans against fortified cities, but not for long. He will rouse his
strength and enthusiasm against the king of the south with a large army. The king



of the south will wage war with a large and very powerful army, but he will not be
able to prevail because of the plans devised against him. Those who share the
king’s fine food will attempt to destroy him, and his army will be swept away; many
will be killed in battle. These two kings, their minds filled with evil intentions, will
trade lies with one another at the same table. But it will not succeed, for there is
still an end at the appointed time. Then the king of the north will return to his own
land with much property. His mind will be set against the holy covenant. He will
take action, and then return to his own land. At an appointed time he will again
invade the south, but this latter visit will not turn out the way the former one did.
The ships of Kittim will come against him, leaving him disheartened. He will turn
back and direct his indignation against the holy covenant. He will return and honor
those who forsake the holy covenant. His forces will rise up and profane the
fortified sanctuary, stopping the daily sacrifice. In its place they will set up the
abomination that causes desolation. Then with smooth words he will defile those
who have rejected the covenant. But the people who are loyal to their God will act
valiantly. These who are wise among the people will teach the masses. However,
they will fall by the sword and by the flame, and they will be imprisoned and
plundered for some time. When they stumble, they will be granted some help. But
many will unite with them deceitfully. Even some of the wise will stumble, resulting
in their refinement, purification, and cleansing until the time of the end, for it is still
for the appointed time.

“Then the king will do as he pleases. He will exalt and magnify himself above every
deity and he will utter presumptuous things against the God of gods. He will
succeed until the time of wrath is completed, for what has been decreed must
occur. He will not respect the gods of his fathers - not even the god loved by
women. He will not respect any god; he will elevate himself above them all. What
he will honor is a god of fortresses - a god his fathers did not acknowledge he will
honor with gold, silver, valuable stones, and treasured commodities. He will attack
mighty fortresses, aided by a foreign deity. To those who recognize him he will
grant considerable honor. He will place them in authority over many people, and he
will parcel out land for a price.

“At the time of the end the king of the south will attack him. Then the king of the
north will storm against him with chariots, horsemen, and a large armada of ships.



He will invade lands, passing through them like an overflowing river. Then he will
enter the beautiful land. Many will fall, but these will escape: Edom, Moab, and the
Ammonite leadership. He will extend his power against other lands; the land of
Egypt will not escape. He will have control over the hidden stores of gold and
silver, as well as all the treasures of Egypt. Libyans and Ethiopians will submit to
him. But reports will trouble him from the east and north, and he will set out in a
tremendous rage to destroy and wipe out many. He will pitch his royal tents
between the seas toward the beautiful holy mountain. But he will come to his end,
with no one to help him.

Dan 12:1-13

“At that time Michael,

the great prince who watches over your people,
will arise.

There will be a time of distress

unlike any other from the nation’s beginning

up to that time.

But at that time your own people,

all those whose names are found written in the book,
will escape.

Many of those who sleep

in the dusty ground will awake -

some to everlasting life,

and others to shame and everlasting abhorrence.
But the wise will shine

like the brightness of the heavenly expanse.

And those bringing many to righteousness

will be like the stars forever and ever.

“But you, Daniel, close up these words and seal the book until the time of the end.
Many will dash about, and knowledge will increase.”

I, Daniel, watched as two others stood there, one on each side of the river. One
said to the man clothed in linen who was above the waters of the river, “When will



the end of these wondrous events occur?” Then | heard the man clothed in linen
who was over the waters of the river as he raised both his right and left hands to
the sky and made an oath by the one who lives forever: “It is for a time, times, and
half a time. Then, when the power of the one who shatters the holy people has
been exhausted, all these things will be finished.”

| heard, but | did not understand. So | said, “Sir, what will happen after these
things?” He said, “Go, Daniel. For these matters are closed and sealed until the
time of the end. Many will be purified, made clean, and refined, but the wicked will
go on being wicked. None of the wicked will understand, though the wise will
understand. From the time that the daily sacrifice is removed and the abomination
that causes desolation is set in place, there are 1,290 days. Blessed is the one
who waits and attains to the 1,335 days. But you should go your way until the end.
You will rest and then at the end of the days you will arise to receive what you have
been allotted.”

Rev 13:1-18

The Two Beasts

Then | saw a beast coming up out of the sea. It had ten horns and seven heads,
and on its horns were ten diadem crowns, and on its heads a blasphemous name.
Now the beast that | saw was like a leopard, but its feet were like a bear’s, and its
mouth was like a lion’s mouth. The dragon gave the beast his power, his throne,
and great authority to rule. One of the beast's heads appeared to have been killed,
but the lethal wound had been healed. And the whole world followed the beast in
amazement; they worshiped the dragon because he had given ruling authority to
the beast, and they worshiped the beast too, saying: “Who is like the beast?” and
“Who is able to make war against him?” The beast was given a mouth speaking
proud words and blasphemies, and he was permitted to exercise ruling authority
for forty-two months. So the beast opened his mouth to blaspheme against God -
to blaspheme both his name and his dwelling place, that is, those who dwell in
heaven. The beast was permitted to go to war against the saints and conquer
them. He was given ruling authority over every tribe, people, language, and nation,
and all those who live on the earth will worship the beast, everyone whose name



has not been written since the foundation of the world in the book of life belonging
to the Lamb who was killed. If anyone has an ear, he had better listen!

If anyone is meant for captivity,

into captivity he will go.

If anyone is to be killed by the sword,
then by the sword he must be killed.

This requires steadfast endurance and faith from the saints.

Then | saw another beast coming up from the earth. He had two horns like a lamb,
but was speaking like a dragon. He exercised all the ruling authority of the first
beast on his behalf, and made the earth and those who inhabit it worship the first
beast, the one whose lethal wound had been healed. He performed momentous
signs, even making fire come down from heaven in front of people and, by the
signs he was permitted to perform on behalf of the beast, he deceived those who
live on the earth. He told those who live on the earth to make an image to the
beast who had been wounded by the sword, but still lived. The second beast was
empowered to give life to the image of the first beast so that it could speak, and
could cause all those who did not worship the image of the beast to be killed. He
also caused everyone (small and great, rich and poor, free and slave) to obtain a
mark on their right hand or on their forehead. Thus no one was allowed to buy or
sell things unless he bore the mark of the beast - that is, his name or his number.
This calls for wisdom: Let the one who has insight calculate the beast’s number,
for it is man’s number, and his number is 666.

Rev 14:1-20

An Interlude: The Song of the 144,000

Then | looked, and here was the Lamb standing on Mount Zion, and with him were
one hundred and forty-four thousand, who had his name and his Father’'s name
written on their foreheads. | also heard a sound coming out of heaven like the
sound of many waters and like the sound of loud thunder. Now the sound | heard
was like that made by harpists playing their harps, and they were singing a new



song before the throne and before the four living creatures and the elders. No one
was able to learn the song except the one hundred and forty-four thousand who
had been redeemed from the earth.

These are the ones who have not defiled themselves with women, for they are
virgins. These are the ones who follow the Lamb wherever he goes. These were
redeemed from humanity as firstfruits to God and to the Lamb, and no lie was
found on their lips; they are blameless.

Three Angels and Three Messages

Then | saw another angel flying directly overhead, and he had an eternal gospel to
proclaim to those who live on the earth - to every nation, tribe, language, and
people. He declared in a loud voice: “Fear God and give him glory, because the
hour of his judgment has arrived, and worship the one who made heaven and
earth, the sea and the springs of water!”

A second angel followed the first, declaring: “Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great
city! She made all the nations drink of the wine of her immoral passion.”

A third angel followed the first two, declaring in a loud voice: “If anyone worships
the beast and his image, and takes the mark on his forehead or his hand, that
person will also drink of the wine of God’s anger that has been mixed undiluted in
the cup of his wrath, and he will be tortured with fire and sulfur in front of the holy
angels and in front of the Lamb. And the smoke from their torture will go up forever
and ever, and those who worship the beast and his image will have no rest day or
night, along with anyone who receives the mark of his name.” This requires the
steadfast endurance of the saints - those who obey God’s commandments and
hold to their faith in Jesus.

Then | heard a voice from heaven say, “Write this:

‘Blessed are the dead,
those who die in the Lord from this moment on!™

“Yes,” says the Spirit, “so they can rest from their hard work, because their deeds
will follow them.”



Then | looked, and a white cloud appeared, and seated on the cloud was one like
a son of man! He had a golden crown on his head and a sharp sickle in his hand.
Then another angel came out of the temple, shouting in a loud voice to the one
seated on the cloud, “Use your sickle and start to reap, because the time to reap
has come, since the earth’s harvest is ripe!” So the one seated on the cloud swung
his sickle over the earth, and the earth was reaped.

Then another angel came out of the temple in heaven, and he too had a sharp
sickle. Another angel, who was in charge of the fire, came from the altar and called
in a loud voice to the angel who had the sharp sickle, “Use your sharp sickle and
gather the clusters of grapes off the vine of the earth, because its grapes are now
ripe.” So the angel swung his sickle over the earth and gathered the grapes from
the vineyard of the earth and tossed them into the great winepress of the wrath of
God. Then the winepress was stomped outside the city, and blood poured out of
the winepress up to the height of horses’ bridles for a distance of almost two
hundred miles.

Rev 19:1-21
After these things | heard what sounded like the loud voice of a vast throng in
heaven, saying,

“Hallelujah! Salvation and glory and power belong to our God,

because his judgments are true and just.

For he has judged the great prostitute

who corrupted the earth with her sexual immorality,

and has avenged the blood of his servants poured out by her own hands!”

Then a second time the crowd shouted, “Hallelujah!” The smoke rises from her
forever and ever. The twenty-four elders and the four living creatures threw
themselves to the ground and worshiped God, who was seated on the throne,
saying: “Amen! Hallelujah!”

Then a voice came from the throne, saying:

“Praise our God



all you his servants,
and all you who fear Him,
both the small and the great!”

The Wedding Celebration of the Lamb
Then | heard what sounded like the voice of a vast throng, like the roar of many
waters and like loud crashes of thunder. They were shouting:

“Hallelujah!

For the Lord our God, the All-Powerful, reigns!

Let us rejoice and exult

and give him glory,

because the wedding celebration of the Lamb has come,

and his bride has made herself ready.

She was permitted to be dressed in bright, clean, fine linen” (for the fine linen is
the righteous deeds of the saints).

Then the angel said to me, “Write the following: Blessed are those who are invited
to the banquet at the wedding celebration of the Lamb!” He also said to me,
“These are the true words of God.” So | threw myself down at his feet to worship
him, but he said, “Do not do this! | am only a fellow servant with you and your
brothers who hold to the testimony about Jesus. Worship God, for the testimony
about Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.”

The Son of God Goes to War

Then | saw heaven opened and here came a white horse! The one riding it was
called “Faithful” and “True,” and with justice he judges and goes to war. His eyes
are like a fiery flame and there are many diadem crowns on his head. He has a
name written that no one knows except himself. He is dressed in clothing dipped
in blood, and he is called the Word of God. The armies that are in heaven, dressed
in white, clean, fine linen, were following him on white horses. From his mouth
extends a sharp sword, so that with it he can strike the nations. He will rule them



with an iron rod, and he stomps the winepress of the furious wrath of God, the All-
Powerful. He has a name written on his clothing and on his thigh: “King of kings
and Lord of lords.”

Then | saw one angel standing in the sun, and he shouted in a loud voice to all the
birds flying high in the sky:

“Come, gather around for the great banquet of God,
to eat your fill of the flesh of kings,

the flesh of generals,

the flesh of powerful people,

the flesh of horses and those who ride them,

and the flesh of all people, both free and slave,

and small and great!”

Then | saw the beast and the kings of the earth and their armies assembled to do
battle with the one who rode the horse and with his army. Now the beast was
seized, and along with him the false prophet who had performed the signs on his
behalf - signs by which he deceived those who had received the mark of the beast
and those who worshiped his image. Both of them were thrown alive into the lake
of fire burning with sulfur. The others were killed by the sword that extended from
the mouth of the one who rode the horse, and all the birds gorged themselves with
their flesh.

Rev 20:1-15

The Thousand Year Reign

Then | saw an angel descending from heaven, holding in his hand the key to the
abyss and a huge chain. He seized the dragon - the ancient serpent, who is the
devil and Satan - and tied him up for a thousand years. The angel then threw him
into the abyss and locked and sealed it so that he could not deceive the nations
until the one thousand years were finished. (After these things he must be released
for a brief period of time.)



Then | saw thrones and seated on them were those who had been given authority
to judge. | also saw the souls of those who had been beheaded because of the
testimony about Jesus and because of the word of God. These had not worshiped
the beast or his image and had refused to receive his mark on their forehead or
hand. They came to life and reigned with Christ for a thousand years. (The rest of
the dead did not come to life until the thousand years were finished.) This is the
first resurrection. Blessed and holy is the one who takes part in the first
resurrection. The second death has no power over them, but they will be priests of
God and of Christ, and they will reign with him for a thousand years.

Satan’s Final Defeat

Now when the thousand years are finished, Satan will be released from his prison
and will go out to deceive the nations at the four corners of the earth, Gog and
Magog, to bring them together for the battle. They are as numerous as the grains
of sand in the sea. They went up on the broad plain of the earth and encircled the
camp of the saints and the beloved city, but fire came down from heaven and
devoured them completely. And the devil who deceived them was thrown into the
lake of fire and sulfur, where the beast and the false prophet are too, and they will
be tormented there day and night forever and ever.

The Great White Throne

Then | saw a large white throne and the one who was seated on it; the earth and
the heaven fled from his presence, and no place was found for them. And | saw
the dead, the great and the small, standing before the throne. Then books were
opened, and another book was opened - the book of life. So the dead were judged
by what was written in the books, according to their deeds. The sea gave up the
dead that were in it, and Death and Hades gave up the dead that were in them,
and each one was judged according to his deeds. Then Death and Hades were
thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death - the lake of fire. If anyone’s
name was not found written in the book of life, that person was thrown into the
lake of fire.
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